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15 within the scope of the Aet shall be suf-
ficient. There is only one point that might
be objected to in connection with this mat-
ter, and that is that under normal condi-
tions the proposal to undertake irrigation
works must be advertised in the ‘‘Govern-
ment Gazette'’ and a newspaper circu:at-
ing in the distriet. The *‘‘Government
Giazette’’ is not worth anything from the
point of view of publicity, because I do
not think one-twentieth of one per eent.
of the people of the State ever see the
‘‘Gazette’” and only a very small propor-
tion of that one-twentieth ever reads it.
But it would be fair to the people econ-
cerned for proper notice to be given that
a work is about io be undertaken, particu-
larly an irrigation project that might mean
taking away eertain portions of a person’s
land. Beyond that, I have no objection to
the Bill but am in favour of it.

At this point I would like to express re-
gret at the recent demise of the Chairman
of the Irrigation Commission, the late Mr.
Hodgson. The Irrigation Commission com-
prises certain gentlemen nominated by the
Government, and three loeal residents. The
Commission has done very excellent work
in the past. It started without sny prece-
dent so far as this State is concerned and
met many difficulties; but by reason of hard
work and spplication to its duties, it accom-
plished a great deal. Yrrigation will play
a very much greater part in the South-West
in the future and there is still much to bhe
learnt about it. The Commission is due for
the largest measure of praise that this State
can accord. By application to its work,
it has enabled the State to produce many
hundreds of thousands of pounds worth of
primary products that it was not possible
to obtain before the irrigation scheme was
inaugurated. T support the second reading.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [6.10]:
The only amendment to which I shall speak
is the one dealing with the increase in the
fine for water stealing.

Hon. A. Thomson: I was going to move
the adjonrnment of the debate.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Who is running this
show? These amendments are quite neces-
sary, but I would like to point out that the
stealing of water has repercussions. 1 have
known eases in which a water officer has
turned on the water, but it has not reached

the person requiring it. He, in distress, has
pulled out one of the stops and let the water
through on to his property as a result of
which he has been fined £5. I know it is
a crime to steal water, but in some cirenm-
stances, through the lnck of attention by one
of the water officers, it is possible for men
to he deprived of water.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Those cases are very
rare,

Hon. L. CRAIG: I know. I myself have
in many instances had to take drastic action
to get & proper supply. This amendment
applies mainly to the Canning people, who
have a limited supply of water, so that if
one steals any he deprives somebody else of
it. In the bigger areas, however, it is not
a question of entire loss of water but of
interference with somebody above or below
an offending jrrigationist. Tf there is a con-
siderable amount of water going through a
channel and serving three points and the
man at the top interferes by teking out a
stop, it means that more water runs on fo
his place and that the people below are
not getting water to which they have a right.
In the eirenmstances, I support the second
reading.

On motion by Hon. A. Thomson, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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QUESTIONS.
POTATO CROP.
As to Labour for D:'égin.g.
Mr. MecLARTY asked the Minister for

Agrieulture: -

1, In view of the late planting of pota-
toes due to weather conditions, which makes
the period of digging much shorter than in

previous years, and the possible loss from .

potato fly and sunburn, ean he state whether
sufficient labour will he made available to
ensure the safe harvesting of the crop which
is expected to be ready for digging early in
November?

2, If labour is to be made available, from
what souree will it come?

3, Will urgent representations be made
to the Defence authoritics for the early re-
lease of farmers’ sons, to enable them to
assist with the digging of the crops?

The MINISTER replied:

1, No gunarantee of labour sufficient for
lifting all potato erops maturing during
November can be given.

2, Efforts are being made to secure the
services of P's.0.W, The Deputy Director
(General of Manpower will endeavour also
to place individual free diggers on proper-
ties.

3, The provision of labour for agrieul-
tural industries is constantly being stressed,
and the desirability of releasing skilled
labour included in such representations..

RATLWAYS.
As to Repair of Washaways.

Mr. SEWARD asked the
Railwaya:

1, Have all the washawnys on country
railway lines been repaired yet?

2, How many men were employed on such
repair work duoring the period from the 1st
April to the 31st August last?

3, What amount of overtime was paid to
the men so employed during that period?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Normal traffic has heen restored over
all lines affected but repairs are not yet
complete.

2, 360,

3, £2,825,

Minister for

PUBLIC TRUSTEE.
ds to Estates Administered, Etc,

Mr. FOX asked the Minister for Justice:

1, What was the tota] value of the estates
aceepted by the Publie Trustee for admin-
istration for the year ended the 30th June,
10459

2, The total value of estates and funds
under the administration of the Public Trus-
tee at the 30th June, 19459

3, The total number of wills held in the
Public Trust Office on behalf of living per-
sons at the 30th June, 1945%

The MINISTER replied:

1, £388,946.

2, £1,028,786,

3, 1,540,

ICE.

As to Increased Supply.
Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Health:

1, What inercase in plant for the manu-
facture of ice has taken plaee since last
summer?

2, Is the prospeet for a sufficient supply
this summer favourable?

The MINISTER replied:

1, No inerease in plant has taken place
since last summer, glthouch a complete new
unit is awaited from U.S.A. by the Western
Ice Co.

2, Yes,

BILL—STATE GOVERNMENT INSUR-
ANCE OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT.

Intreduced by the Minister for Labour -
and read a firsg time.

BILL—INSPECTION OF SCAFFOLDING
ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
(PROMOTIONS APPEAL BOARD).

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—MINING ACT AMENDMENT.
Sreond Reading.

Dehate resumed from the 13th Septemher.

HCN. N. EEENAN (Nedlands) [4.38]:

This Bill purports to amend section 277
of the Mining Aect, 19041937, in the new



724

order of numbers, or gection 297 in the old
order, Its purpose is to give power to the
Minister for Mines, for the time being, to
grant a reservation, of a maximum extent of
100 square miles, for the purpose of pros-
pecting for what is called deep alluvial gold.
The only right that will acerue to the party,
to whom this concession or reservation is
given, will be the right to prospect, and to
oceupy for the purposes of prospeecting, this
area of land. The right is solely confined
to prospecting, as I have pointed out, for
deep alluvial gold. The Bill contains a
definition, of great exaetitude, of the word
“depth” because it is stated that it is to be
30 feet from the natural surface of the
land. But there is no further definition of
the word to indicate its meaning.

It was suggested by the Minister that he
himself had in his mind a definition—it may
or may nof be accurate, and is certainly notv
to be found in the measure. The term is,
however, defined in the principal Act, al-
though in very general words. I purpose
to refer to them to show what is the con-
ception in that Act of the term ‘‘alluvial.”’
It is defined when applied to gold as—

any earth eontaining or supposed to contain
gold and not being a lode, dyke, reef or vein.
Everyone who has had any acquaintance
with the Goldfields is only too well aware
that the definition “alluvial” is one of the
most controversial it is possible to imagine.
All gold originated by means of gases com-
ing from the very bowels of the earth and,
in different ages, being formed into miner-
als, among them gold. Then in the processes
of time the deposits were subjected to wind
and action by earthquakes, in the course of
which aetion portions of the deposit were
earried away, becoming free to some extent,
sometimes becoming completely free of earth
or rock. Such gold is found on or near
the surface as n rule in different parts of
the Goldficlds, but always in close proxim-
ity to a reef. In fact, I know no better
deseription than the old timers’ definition,
which was that alluvial gold was spewed up
by the reef, which although not counched in
technieal terms brings to mind what really
happened.

Why I draw attention to the fact that the
definition is indefinite is because of some
observations that I shall make at a later
stage as to the possibilities that may arise
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if this Bill becomes law. A reservation is
referred to in the Bill as the right of oceu-
pancy; but that is immaterial because what
it is intended to grant and to mean is the
sole right of oecupaney for the particular
purpose of carrying on exploratory work to
find whetber there exists deep alluvial gold,
which, as I explained to the House, is gold
ocewrring at a depth of more than 30 feet
below the natural surface. The Minister
was very careful to explain to the House
that in this Bill provision is made whereby

the prospector or any holder of a
miner’s right ecan enter wupon land,
which is the subject of a reserva-

tion, carry on mining operations, and take
out what are known as mining tenements,
which include mining leases. Of course
that was subject only to the reservation
of all deep alluvial gold to the grantee of
the reservation, By the ‘‘grantee’’ I mean
the person who was given the benefit and
advantage of the reservation.

It might be convenient if at this stage
I review the legislation that has been en-
acted in the past and the practices indulged
in through the years with regard (o
the reservation of areas in gold-bear-
ing country or, in other words, the
reservation of land that is covered
by the provisions of the Mining Aect
of 1904, Section 297 of that Aet merely
set ont that certain areas of land should
be exempted from the operations of the
Act, which areas might be included in the
reservation. I shall submit that it is open
to no doubt {hat the objeet was to make
provision for such necessities as railway
stalions which might be required at any
time in the future, for churches, for places
where athletic sports eould be indulged in,
for public halls and, in fact, for all the
amenities that are assoeiated with, and
have to be provided for in, our social life.

Merely a cursory examination of the lan-
guage of the section is required to make
clear that the whole intent was to take out
these particular reserves from the oper-
ations of any mining laws. That was ne-
cessary because we could not have land
that had been donated, or set aside to be
donated at some future time, for the pur-
pose of erecting a church, a public hall, a
post office. a railway station or for work
nf a similar character, made subjeet to the
mining laws., We ecould not allow the
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holder of a miner’s right to exercise his
rights in respect of such land and for that
reason the land I refer to was taken wholly
away from the application of the Aet. I
purpose to read the language of the Act
in order that the House may fully appre-
ciate that that was the only intent. See-
tion 297 reads—

The Minister and, pending a recommend-
ation to the Minister, a warden, may {empor-
arily reserve any Crown land from oceupation,
and the Minister may at any time cancel such
reservation: Provided that if such reservation
is not confirmed by the Governor within twelve
months, the land shall cease to be reserved.

Members who were on the Goldfields at
the time will remember applications being
made for mining purposes on reservations
which, when it was known the area con-
tained reasonable prospeets of holding al-
luvial or other mineral deposits, were can-
celled and, in the cireumstances, they wers
open to be entered upon and taken up as
mining tenements and, in fact, were so
taken up. That was the position for many
years and no attempt was ever made to
reserve such Jand for mining purposes, be-
¢ause it was recognised that the section
took sueh lands away from the operation
of the mining laws. Then, for some reason
or another, a different interpretation was
put on the provision. As the Minister in-
dicated, in 1933 there was a very rapid rise
in the price of gold and a number of per-
sons took the opportunity to enrich them-
selves by sequiring large areas of land in
respect of which they had the sole right
to carry on mining operations. I desire to
make it very clear that I have no doubt
whatever that the Minister for Mines in
those days, Hon. 8. W. Munsie, believed
that what he did when granting those large
areas would be to the advantage of the
mining industry.

Mr. Smith: Reservations were granted
long hefore that. ,

Hon. N. KEENAN: Not so very long
before.

Mr. Smith: Yes.
Minister.

Hon. N. KEENAN: That is correct, but
the reservations granted then were small
whereas the others I refer to were large
reservations. I want to make the position
perfeetly clear hecause T have a consider-
able amount of knowledge of those tran-
sactions, and they were all entered into by

When Mr. Seaddan was
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the then Minister for Mines in a most bona
fide manner, and with the conviction on
his part that he waa serving the best in-
terests of the miuing indystry by granting
themn. I also have no doubt whatever that
the Minister was wrong in that belief.

Myr. Smith: You were a member of the
Government at that time. ’

Hon. N, KEENAN : Geophysical examina-
tion of the earth’s surface in order to dis-
cover the secrets hidden below the surface
is not by any means a new discovery. It
was a discovery made some time, at any rate,
prior to 1930, and it certainly was spoken
of in this House on many occasions by many
members, particularly by the Minister for
Mines, very soon after 1930.

Mr. Smith: It was known a long while
before that—1925 or 1926.

- Hon. N. KEENAN: It is quite possible
that the learned member is right. He has
often got information that other members
have not.

Mr. Smith: A commission reported on it.

Hon. N. KEENAN: T have no doubt that
it was known. The point I am making is
that in faet it is not & new discovery today.
It is a fact that it was known to the mining
world for a very considerable number of
years, and in that I am glad to have the
support of the member for Brown Hiil-
Ivanhoe. But I have never heard, nor do
I know anybody who has heard, of any
deposits in considerable quantities of gold-
bearing earth or gold-bearing rock having
been found as the result of a geopbysical
examination or as the result of the large
mining reservations which were granted. It
may be, of course, that that is my ignoranee,
but T have never met anyone who, if he did
know of it, told me of any discovery of
any importance that had been made either
as the result of the granting of these large
reservations or as the result of a geophysical
examination, '

As the Minister for Mines very properly
pointed out in the course of his second read-
ing speech, these large reservations locked
up almost all the gold-bearing country of
Western Australia and so deprived the pros-
pector of any opportunity to pursue his
voeation. Every mine has only a life, even
the best of mines, and unless new proposi-
tions which ean be mined are found, then
the mining industry must wane and perish;
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and, as the only agency that I know of, or
have heard of, that has found mines is the
prospector, who is ill-rewarded for his work,
it follows that any measure which shuts out
the rights of a prospector is a measure thai
is inimical to the mining industry. The faet
that those large reservations did kill the
prospectors’ trade was a fact which showed
how inimical the granting of those large
areas was to the interests of the mining
industry.  But besides that, and entirely
apart from it, I and others in this Chamber
held the view that the granting of these large
reservations was not contemplated by the
Act—it was not within the scope of the Aet
—and that Section 297 had been given an
entirely wrong interpretation. I do not want
to cover again what I have already said, that
Section 297 merely gave power to take lands
out of the operation of the mining laws.

I have said, and the Minister commented
en the faet that it was asked why did not
those who made objections to the grants of
these reservations go further and appeal to
the law courts and have an injunection granted
to restrain the Minister from making those
reservations. The answer is a very simple
one. This House approved of the Minister’s
action; and, assuming an objector made
application to the law courts, and assuming
again that he was suceessful, what would
have been the result? The only result would
have been that this House would take steps
{o validate what otherwise was unlawful, and
that validation would most certainly have
been passed. So, Mr. Speaker, it would have
been merely irritating to make any appliea-
tion for the intervention of the law in the
matter. I have gone through the historieal
rerords of grants of large areas of land in
the form of reservations at some length, be-
eause, as the Minister seemed to antieipate
in his speech, he might be subjected to some
charee of change of mind or change ‘of face
in infroducing this present Bill. But such
a charge would be wholly unwarranted, and
for these reasons in particular:

In the first place, in the present measure
the prospector is fully protected, whereas in
the grants made before this measure, which
grants were improperly made, but neverthe-
less made, the prospector was entirely left
out. He could not enter on the ground at
all for any purpose; and, of course, that was
the main ohjection which many took to the
grants which were made in those former dayvs.

[ASSEMELY.]

In the second place, it is now perfectly
clear that if this measure is passed, ths
House will have given authority to the Min-
ister for Mines to make this grant. The
words are perfeetly plain. They are¢ not
open, as Section 297 was open, to very
grave doubt, and lastly the eontinuance of
the benefit of the grant is dependent on the
grantee carrying out bona fide work., If
he does not do so, the Minister has it in his
power to terminate the grant. Therefore the
matter stands on a different basis from what
it stood hefore the introduction of this
amending Bill, and T hope that in the
opinion of all of us the Minister stands
entirely free of blame of any character in
the matter, But I now have unfortunately
to express some serious doubts as to the
working of this measure, and I hope the
House will bear with me while T point out
for what reasons I hold those various doubts.

It is perfectly clear that if allovial gold
were found on any part of a reservation
at any depth not execeding 30 feet, it was
open to the holder of a miner’s right to
enter on the ground and work that alluvial
gold. That is quite clear. If, on the other
hand, the alluvial gold oeeurs at a depth
of more than 30 feet, then it is, by the
terms set out in this Bill, the property of
the grantee of the reservation, and his pro-
perty alone or her property alone or ifs
property alone, If, therefore, at any time
the holder of a miner’s right entered on the
land, and the right is reserved to him fo
do so, and if he carried on mining opera-
fions, which right is also reserved to him
to do so, and as the result of these opera-
tions in Jooking for something he is entitled
to look for, either alluvial gold at a shal-
lower depth than 30 feet, or any kind of
Teef gold at any depth, it is quite possible
he might discover in the course of those
operations the oceurrence of gold which
could be termed alluvial but which we often
call leads; for the leads, as they were known
in the goldfields, were undoubtedly alluvial.
They were on what were deemed to be old
water or river beds and were therefore alln-
vial. They were entirely separated from any
lode or any reef.

I can well imagine, and T have no doubt
that anyone acquainted with the Goldfields
ean well imagine, the turmoil that would
take place if gold were found in the form
of decp alluvial by some miner who was
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working legitimately on the area and search-
ing for other gold; because, unfortunately,
it always happens in mining that these deep
leads are aceidentally found. I do not know
whether there are any members in the House,
except the member for Hannans, who re-
member the Ivanhoe Venture case. In that
instance there was a lead at varying depths.
In parts it was less than 30 feet below the
surface and in other paris presumably more
than 30 feet below the natural surface of
the ground, Those who were working on
it, of eourse, followed it, no matter where
it went. As a rule, the increase in depth
was not due to any large variation in the
level of the deposit itself. At the surfaec
there was an increase of overburden. At any
rate, it was over 30 feet below the matural
surface of the ground.

If this had been the law at that time;
and if, therefore, it had been unlawiul for
the miner to take that gold omee it went
down more than 30 feet, is it possible to
imagine that the miner would have agreed
to that? Of course it is not, and it would
have been impossible to prevent him from
carrying on his mining operations. So,
also, it would be utterly impossible to pre-
vent the miner who was following down a
stringer or leader which led to a lead. It
would be uiterly beyond the resources of
the law to prevent such a man from taking
what he fonnd. It must be rememhered that
such men are not trespassers; they are there
lawfully; they are not carrying ount unlaw-
ful work but arc following a leader, which
is perfectly lawful, and that leader comes
into a'deep lead. I confidently assert that
no warden's court and no anthority of which
ohe counld dream would be capable of pre-
venting the diseoverers from taking gold
out of those deposits.

Mr. Fox: If they had followed the leader
down

Hon. N. KEENAN: That is exactly how
it occurred in the Ivanhoe venture. It was
originally found by following a leader down.
They came to this gully—for it was a kind
of a gully—and whether it actually led to
the lead or was in proximity to it, T am not
in a position to say. But it was discovered
as a result of following a leader. Tt may
be said that that is unlikely to happen. I
agree; buf, unfortunately, in operations in
the mining world, that which is unlikely to
happen is just what does happen. So I
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cannot divorce my mind from the fear that
vnder this Bill, which ercates dual owner-
ship of the same ground—ior we must re-
member that once a man goes beyond 30
feet he is going into ground given to the
holder of the concession, but that the miner
who, under his miner's right, is searching
for other forms of gold, will be absolutely
right in going down below that depth—I
cannot, I say, divorce my mind from the
fear that under this dual ownership of the
same parcel of land there might ocenr un-
fortunate turmoil. That is the only objec-
tion that I can entertain towards the Bill.

I am quite satisfie?l that the Minister
brought forward the measure with the con-
viction that if would serve the best interests
of mining. I am quite satisfied also that he
has given every consideration to possibilities
that may arise if it becomes law. But that
does pot bring convietion to me that we shall
not ereate a state of affairs in which it is
possible there will be a eonsiderable degree
of industrial turmoil. If I could be assured
on that point by those better acquainted
with the matter from more recent and there-
fore more valuable knowledge of mining
than I possess, I would be only too willing
and ready to be assured. I hope, there-
fore, the member for Hannans will address
himself to this Bill. There is one other ob-
servation I would like to make. The Min-
ister has informed us that a certain party
approached him with a view, if this Bill
becomes law, to sceking for the advantages
that it will enable him to bestow. In other
words, these pcople want to be grantees of
a concession, should the Bill become law.
They have informed the Minister that they
expect—if they have the good fortune to
find a deposit after a geophysical examina-
tion—to work at a depth of 2,000 feet, or
at least 1,000 feet. That must appear an
extraordinary story to those who have any
knowledge of mining, becaunse the cost of
putting down a shaft 2,000 feet in the coun-
try in which one would be likely to find
deep alluvial—whiech wounld be very open,
broken country, probably cven lake coun-
fry; in fact, that was mentioned by the
Minister—would be colossal.

The matter would not end there, beeanse
when a shaft is taken to that depth it would
be impossible to provide air without an air
shaft as well. Then there is the huge diffi-
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culty of dealing with the enormous
gnantity of water that must be found
at that depth in that eclass of eoun-
try. So I am not very hopeful that
that offer will lead to good results.
It may be—I hope it is not—one of those
kites that go to London and which are put
up in London for the purpose of inducing
the ignorant to invest in a proposition.
Bullfinch mine shares broke down when the
mine beeame of small value and the ore de-
preciated rapidly in its gold contents, and
I was approached by sbout 50 people—all
poor people, such as parsons and other
lolders of small sums of money-—who had
invested in the venture hecanse a railway
was to be constructed there. They seemed
to have some extraordinary belief that if the
jovernment put its stamp on a venture by
building ‘the railway, the venture must be
one of excellent deseription. If somecone ob-
tains a concession under this Bill and takes
it to London, it can be dressed up in any
kind of colour and can take in any kind of
gullible person.

Tt is a proposition difficult of acceptance
that one can mine an alluvial deposit, which
must be very shallow—no-one knows of an
alluvial deposit of more than half-a-dozen
feet or a little more in depth—or that one
¢an sink a - shaft 2,000 feet through very
poor and diffieult country and make a pro-
fit. It may be so, but it strains my belief,
While it has been my duty to voice these
doubts, I repeat that I have no hesitation in
accepting the assurances of the Minister
that this measure, if it is a workable one,
will be for the benefit of the industry. So,
although I personally cannot convince my-
self that these doubts are not of a character
which makes caution necessary, if not de-
lay, I am certainly not going to oppose the
second reading. But I wish I could support
it in a stronger manner than I feel inelined
to.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
W. M. Marshall—Murchison—in reply)
[3.10]: I did not anticipate that the debate
would eonclude so speedily. T have not much
tn which to reply, but I do want to correct
some impressions left by the member for
Nedlands. It may be that it is my fault
some of his comments were made. Probably
T did not express myself as fully as I might
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have done, Taking his last point first: It is
true that I mentioned a depth in regard to
1,000 feet, and probably 2,000 feet, but 1
did not suggest that a shaft will be put down
to that depth. X thought I made it clear that
this proposition was one where the company
that enjoyed the right of oceupancy wanted
to explore, not do practical work, until such
time as it was sure it had something pay-
able to which to give practical attention.
It starts off with a geophysical examination.
I am not going to dispute that point with
the member for Nedlands. I respeet his
opinion on these matters; but in my second
reading speech, I told the House that I
koew nothing about the capacity of this
particular piece of machinery, and I am still
not aequainted with its virtues and its
peculiarities.

But what T want to remind the hon. mem-
ber of is this: that there wag a time in his
life when, if a person had told him that
the day would come when one could sit in
Western Australia and speak to one’s unele
in England without the aid of wires, that
person would have heen considered posi-
tively insane. Again, if I had been told a
few short ycars ago that in America people
would be transported from one place to an-
other at the rate of 500 miles an hour, I
would have said, “He has them bad!” It
is a faet. It is here, but it was unbelievable
yesterday, That is the position with all
seientific inventions; we, as laymen, cannof
appreciate their value, their virtues or their
importanee, until we are given practieal
evidence of them. While I know nothing
about this machine, T have been tanght
several lessons during my life and I am pot
prepared to condemn the apparatus if those
who understand it—or think they do—have
confidence in its eapacity to indicate to them
gomething worth while, If they are prepared
to pay for it, I will be only too pleased to
allow them to do so, seeing that it will cost
me nothing.

I want the member for Nedlands to real-
ise that if these people do discover, throngh
the operations of this technical contrivance,
sulficient evidence to convimee their scien-
tific men that there is gold to be found at
depth, they propose to diamond-drill it and
assure themselves that there is something
there that would justify patting down a
shaft. If they attempt to put down a shaft,
they have to comply with the Mines Regu-
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lation Act and will have to find the where-
witha] to see that ventilation apnd sanita.
tion are given proper consideration in the
process of developing the proposition. T
did not stipulate that this or any other com-
pany that might enjoy the right of oeen-
paney under this Bill—if it becomes an Act
—had to go down to 1,000 feet or 2,000
feet. They have the righi of occupancy,
and T agree with the interpretation of the
member for Nedlands of Section 297.

We agreed, many years ago, that it was
never meant to grant the right of occupaney
for mining purposes at all, and that it was
clearly defined to take that sort of reser-
vation away from the effects of the Mining
Act. But the principle has been endorsed,
and my first knowledge of a reservation of
that kind was one granted by the late Mr.
Scaddan in 1921, It is the principle, and
not the area, that concerns me at the moment
and, be it right or wrong, nnder the present
numbering of the Mining Act, it now ap-
pears under Section 277. 1 am committing
no greater crime than many of my prededes-
sors committed, and T have been honest and
conscientious in admitting that I do not
think it would withstand legal challenge.

The next point raised by the member for
Nedlunds referred to the thirty feet. I told
members that I was not wedded word for
word to this Bill. I am trying to give a
company—any company that has the finance
and the courage to attempt to discover deep
alluvial in Western Australia—an oppor-
tunity to do so, so that it may mean an-
other form of mining in Western Ausira-
lia, accompanied by the prosperity that is
usnally associated with a rapidly developing
couniry; no more, and no less. Who, in
this Chamber, would be more apt to give
me some assistance in defining where the
limits ouzht to be—in the matter of the
30ft. limit—than the member for Nedlands,
who is a legally trained man, with a great
dea] of practical experience in mining?

The Minister for Lands: The member for
Nedlands sank a shaft, once.

The MINISTE? FOR MINES: I do not
think the member for Nedlands has a peer,
in Western Australia, as a legal man. No-
one has had more than he to do with the
technicalities of mining, either in law or in
practical mining. I am not wedded to this
measure, and I subseribe to the possibili-
ties of the point raised by the member for
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Nedlands. If he can show me, in Commit-
tee, how the difficulty can be overcome, I
shail be delighted to accept an amend-
ment. I know of no individual case in
the State of my birth, Vietoria, which is
peculiar for its deep alluvial deposits and
discoveries, where the alluvial was not
accidentally found. It was never found by
following a lender down to it. I know of
no case where that happened, but I agree
that it could happen, and the chaos that
would arise—as enunciated by the member
for Nedlands—is appareni to everyone.

Has the member for Nedlands a solution
to the difficulty? Could he give these
people a chince to decide whether there is
deep alluvial in Western Australia, while
doing any more than I have put inte the
Bill to safeguard the interests of the or-
dinary prospector? If he can do so, I
shall be glad té accept such an amendment.
I gave the matter a lot of thought, and
felt that we might go deeper with it, but
no matter to what depth we go the possi-
bility raised by the member for Nedlands
will still be present. As I said in my second
reading speech, this company told me that
if a prospector was fortunate enough to
siritke alluvial and wanted to follow it
down—if it went down to depth—well and
good, he could carry on with it, but, as
peinted out by the member for Nedlands,
lawfully be would not have the right to go
below 30 feet. Members must understand
that alluvial, unlike lode matter or guartz,
does not constantly burrow down into the
bowels of the earth.

Alluvial runs more or less at a given
depth, parallel with the surface of the
earth. Tt may deviate and go down 15 or
20 feet and then rise again, as the bottoms
of rivers do, and so it would appear to me
that anyone following a leader down could
contact one of these columns of wash in
which alluvial is to found but, if it were
not discovered within a depth of 30 fee,
the chances are remote that it would be
discovered beyond that point and at
greater depth. That, of course, may be
argued. Alluvial might be found at 31
feet or 32 feet, butif welook to practieal
experience—taking my native State as an
example—most of the alluvial wash was
found there at a depth of approzimately
20 feet. Some of the alluvial mines went
down te many hundreds of feet,” but,
strange to relate, after 20 feet little was
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found until they had got down hundreds
of feet. I quite agree with what the mem-
ber for Nedlands has said, but I ean do
nothing more to mend the position. If 1
coutd do so, I would do it readily, and if
any member feels that something else
ought to be there, rather than the 30£t.
limit, or that some other protection should
be given to the bona fde prospector, I am
prepared to give consideration to anything
within reason, and to aceept it.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister
for Mines in charge of the Bill.

Clause I—agreed to.
Clause 2~—Amendment of Seetion 277:

Hon. N. KEENAXN: I would like to he
in a position to be able to suggest svme
alternative to what is proposed in this
Bill, that would be frece from the risks and
dangers that I pointed out, and that the
Minister for Mines, who is acquainted with
the mining industry, recognises, but it
would be diflicult—if not impossible—to
fiame any measure ereating dual owner-
ship of the same ground, and not to have
those dangers. The dangers avise from the
faet that, under the propesal in this Bill,
whoever gets the reservation is entitled
absolutely to what is below 30ft., to all
deep alluvial cecurring helow that depth.
On the other hand, any holder of a miner's
right is entitled to enter on the land and
carry on mining operatious of every de-
scription, exeept Lhat he cannot take the
alluvial which is found below 30ft. He
ean be searching for reef or lode gold, and
ean lawfully ocenpy exaetly the same par-
cel of land.

So long us there are two occupants of
the same parcel of land. hoth lawfully
working on it, I am afraid that sitwation
must give rise to the dangers and possi-
bilities that 1 have mentioned. I am not in
A position to accept the invitation of the
Minister to suggest some alternative—not
without giving the matter a great deal more
consideration than I have given it up to the
present. I would remind members that the
only justifieation that existed for the regula-
tion known as “ten foot Ned” was that until
ten feet was reached the ground was abso-
lutely the property of the alluvial worker.
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Once it passed 10 feet, there was no more
dual ownership; whatever was in the ground
became the property of the leaseholder. This
obviated the dual ownership difficulty, though
it was arbitrary and imposed some injustice
on the man who was working the surface.
At the moment, I am nof in a positien to
aceept the offer of the Minister to suggest
an alternative proposal.

Mr. TRIAT: I hope the Committee will
consider the guestion raised by the member
for Nedlands in view of the statement of the
Minister that there is a danger of the 30 feet
limit causing hardship to a man who might
stumble on alluvial extending helow 30 feet.
When a prospeetor has the right to peg a
piece of land, he has the right to work it to
any depth except the alluvial. If he is
working a reef or leader, he may go down
to any depth. Only when it is alluvial must
he stop at 30 fcet. There must be some
limitation to the depth to which 2 man may
go in order to find alluvial, hut when he
discovers it at shallow depth and it extends
below 30 feet, I do not think we should pro-
vide that anything below 30 feet shall be
considered to be deep alluvial, except where
the Minister exercises discretion to permit a
greater depth. If alluvial were met at 25
feet and extended to 35 fect, the Minister
should be able to say that the discoverer
shall have the right to work it. I think the
diffienlty could be overcome by making pro-
vision to that effect. Though protection must
be given to a company that is prepared to
spend a large sum of money, the prospector
should be allowed to continue te work alluvial
of which he was the original finder.

Mr. MeDONALD: I am impressed by the
suggestion of the member for Mt Magnet
and I think an amendment eould be devised
to protect the prospector. If a prospector,
at the expenditure of time and money, found
alluvial gold, it would be a great hardship
if it continued below 30 feet and he was
eut off from the benefit of what might be
the most valuable part of the diseovery, On
the interpretation placed on the original
section, larger areas of Crown lands were
reserved for oceupancy by persons or eom-
panics. On that interpretation there was no
limit to the size, and the Minister in his dis-
eretion eould allow the occupant to conduct
such operations as he thought fit so lonz as
he did not eome within other provisions that
impose an obligation to take out a mining
lease and so on. In 18939, seeing the possible
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danger of large reservations in favour of
particular individuals or companies, Parlia-
ment went so far as to cut those rights of
oceupancy down to an area of 300 acres. We
also povided that this right of occupancy
should be for no move than one year and, if
it were granted for a longer period, the Min-
ister was required to Jay the terms and con-
ditions on the Table of hoth Houses within
fourteen days of the granting of the right,
and either House had power to disallow the
right of oceupancy. I mention this to show
the cantion that Parliament considered
should be exercised in granting rights of
oecupancy.

Under the present measure, the right of
occupancy is limited to progpecting for deep
alluvial gold, although the area is extended
to 100 square miles. In addition, this
measure seeks to protect the rights of legiti-
mate prospectors. We should extend this
protection by providing that no right of
oceupaney shall be granted for a term ex-
ceeding, say, five years. Although, under
the Act of 1937, a right of oceeupancy
granted for a term exceeding one year has
to be tabled and can be disallowed, there is a
risk of such a transaction passing unobserved
and of the time for disallowance expiring
withont action having been taken. If we pro-
vided & minimum period of five ycars, it
would not prevent the Minister from renew-
ing the right of occupancy by yearly exten-
sions. Nor would it prevent the Minister
© from granting a new lease up to five years
to operate from the expiration of the pre-
ceding lease. When a person or company
obtains a right of occupaney under this
measure, giving the sole right to prospect
for deep alluvial gold over an ares of 100
square miles, it might be a possession of
considerable value. As we are disposing of
a valuable right over the people’s estate, we

should ensure the retention of a certain mea--

sure of control over the concessions granted.
I move an amendment—

'That a new subparagraph be inserted as
follows:—f* (d) By inserting after the wori
“fyear’’ in line three of Subsection (2) the
words ‘‘but not exceeding five yvears.’’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 see
neither merit nor virtue in the amendment.
Under the Bill, which heeame an Aet in
1937, the right of occupancy can only be
granted in excess of one year provided the
Minister lays on the Table of the House
the {erms and conditions under which the
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reservation is granted. He cannot grant a
reservation now, not even if this Bill be-
comes law, in excess of one vear unless the
particulars to which I have referred are
laid on the Table of the Ifouse. The mem-
her for West Perth now thinks we should
limit the period to five years. I do nol
know what his object is. What virtue is
there in his amendment? The hon. member
says fhe parent Act demands that if the
Minister grants a reservation in excess of
12 months he must do it by regulation. That
is a better method than to limit the period
to five years. I do not think any reserva-
tions have heen granted for any greater
period than two or three years. Even at
the time when the granting of reservations
beeame almost rampant, the Minister of the
day did not grant them for any long term.

Does the member for West Perth fear
that a Minister wounld grant the right of
occupancy in excess of five years? I do not
think any Minister would do that. This
Bill will be subjeet to the Aet of 1937, and
no better safeguard could be found. I should
like the membher for Nedlands to know that
the right of dual oceupancy exists today,
sirange as it may seem to him. A prospee-
tor may go on to a prospeecting area and
get as much alluvial gold from it as he can
find, and the owner of the prospceting area
cannot ejeet him. I am referring particu-
larly to the Yellowdine ense. So long as
the prospector was able to prove to the war-
den that he was getting alluvial gold, he
could stay on the prospeeting arca.

Mr, Fox:
area.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In the
ease to which T am referring it was a 24-

acre area, and that is as big as a leasehold
tenure.

That would be only a small

Mr. Fox: But it is not ten miles syuare.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The only
difference is in the covenant econtrolling
labour. In the case of a prospecting area
{wo men can hold it if they work it, but
in the case of leasehold it takes four mon
to hold it. The annual rent for prospecting
areas is 10s., and in the ease of leasehold jt
is 5s, for the first year and £1 per acre
thereafter. I cannot acecpt the amend-
ment.
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Hon. X. KEENAN: The Minister is cor-
reci in saying that there is provision
whereby dual ownership can arise. That
was exemplified in the Yellowdine case. It
led to the very situation thst I have pointed
out. There must have been at least 100
eourt cases in conneetion with the Yellow-
dine mine when the parties went to the War-
den’s Court to i1ron out their differences.
That is an example of what I fear may arise
if we ereate conditions of dua! ownership.
Litigation will not settle the matter. When
the law goes against the discoverer of gold
be will not respeet it,

The suggestion of the member for Mr.
Magnet might obviate some of the diffienl-
ties that wonld be likely to arise from dual
ownership. What I think he desires is that
if the holder of a miner’s right enters upon
any portion of a reserve—he may be miles
away from where operations are going on—
and finds alluvial gold which goes down be-
low 30 feet, that person should be entitled
io follow the gold below that depth if the
Minister is satisfied that the man commenced
work on the alluvial; and further that that
should be made a condition of the conces-
sion. Will the Minister say whether he is
prepared to consider an amendment to give
effect to that proposal?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am a
bit difident about intervening in this dis-
cussion because one of my colleagues is in
charge of the Bill, and I had a lot to do with
it previously. One of the unfortunate ex-
pressions in the measure—and I do not see
how it can be overrome—is that of “deep
alluvial.”

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the
Minister for Lands will stick to the amend-
ment, which is to increase the time from one
year to five years.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I had
better sit down beeause I am not interested
in that point.

Mr. McDONALD: If this Bill is passed
the position will be as follows: The Minis-
ter, withont referring to anyone, may grant
a right of acenpancy for 100 square miles
for a period not exceeding one year. The
Minister may also grant a right of oecen-
paney, up to 100 square miles, for a fixed
period exceeding one year but in that case
the instrument by which he grants the right
has to be laid on the Table of the House and
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becomes subject to Parliament’s usual
powers of disallowance. The point esercis-
ing my mind is that, subjeet to the instru-
ment by which the right of occupanecy is
granted being laid on the Table of the House,
the Minister may grant a right to occupy
up to 100 square miles for deep alluvial
mining for any period he thinks fit.

I am not suggesting that the Minister
would grant an occupancy for 99 years, or
even 21 years, although apparently he would
have the power to do so subject, of course,
to the document being laid on the Table of
the House and heing subject to the dis-
allowance of Parliament. To prevent an
over-enthusiastic Minister exercising judg-
ment which is not completely sound, we
should guard against a right of oceupancy
over such an extensive area going, at all
events, beyond five years. From what the
Miuister said, it might be proper to make
the period three years. Where a concession,
which might he of some magnitude in value,
is made, there should be a ceiling to it.
There would be no haym, as I think the Min-
ister admitted, in providing that the right
of occupancy cannot exceed five yeers un-
leszs it comes baek to the House for re-
examination if the Minister should desire ta
grant an extension.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I agree
with the member for West Perth about
limiting what might be done by the Minister
in granting a right of occupancy for a
period in excess of 12 months, if he grants
that right by regulation. I give this assur-
ance, that the period will not be for five
years. No amendment providing for five
years will be aeceptable to me. If the hon,
member would limit his amendment to two
years or three——

My. McDonald: I would like to limit it to
two years.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Min-
ister, by regulation, now has the power to
renew the right of occupaney every 12
months, A Minister who is noft concerned
eould, under the amendment, grant a reser-
vation for a period of five years, Without
the amendment he vould grant one for an
unlimited period. I will not aceept an
amendment which would make the peried,
to some Ministers, & minimum ove of five
vears. 1 will accept an amendment pro-
vidinz that no right of occupaney will he
granted in excess of 12 months, other than
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by renewal. I am not prepared to hold up
large areas for a period longer than that.
I do not want to go beyond 12 months, at
the end of which time the matter could again
come before this Chamber. 1In order to
give members a further opportunity to en-
deavour to overcome the gifficnlty, I would
like a Goldfields member to move that we
now report progress.

Mr. McDONALD: I am entirely in agree-
ment with the Minister. My idea is to en-
sure that people do not get monopolies of
areas up to 100 square miles, of our gold-
fields. I welcome the Minister’s suggestion
that the period be one year. Every appli-
cation for renewal would then be laid on the
Table of the House for action hy Parlia-
ment if Parliament thought fit.

Progress reported.

BILL—CLOSER SETTLEMENT ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 11th September.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) {6.9]1: Al
though I must say that I do not fully under-
stand the reasons why an amendment of this
nature has been introduced to the Closer
Settlement Act, I intend to give suppori to
the second reading of the Bill beeaunse I anti-
cipate that when I have made by remarks
the Minister will be able to give some in-
formation as to the actual intentions under-
lying this measure. The Closer Settlement
Act itself, with the aid of the Public Works
Aect, provides means for the resumption of
land for the purposes of closer setilement.
That Aect provides for the appointment of a
hoard of three persons, one to be an officer
of the Department of Lands and Surveys,
another to be an officer of the Agrieunltural
Department, and the other to be a person
having loeal knowledge of the land being
inquired into for the time being. That Aet
also provides that the decisions of the board
shall be unanimous before effect is given to
them, and that the board shall only have
power to denl with land that is unutilised.

The Act contains a definition of unntilised
land. Tt is said te be land which, having
regard to its economic value, is not put to
reasonable use and its retention by the owner
is a hindranece to closer settlement, and can-
not be justified. I want to say here that I
give the strongest possible support to the
resumption of land to which that definition

applies. To my mind there is no question
abont that. There is no justificution for a
person holding a lerge area of land, and
being allowed to do so, without putting it
to reasonable use and, indeed, without being
obliged to obtain from it the maximum, or
as near the maximum as is practicable, of
prodnetion, which is possible in the particu-
lar industry concerned. But I point ount that
aotwithstanding the fact that only unutilised
land shall be taken, the parent Act provides
for an appeal to a judge of the Supreme
Court—whose decision shall be final—who is
empowered to annul the decision of the
board in regard to any particular picce of
land. :

Therefore, aven thongh it is unutilised and
comes within the definition of unutilised land,
which I have just mentioned, the Aect is very
sympathetic to the owner of the land. He
is to be given an opportunity, before the full
powers of the board are exercised, to offer
it for sale or to subdivide it. He can do
it himself. It is only if he fails to do that,
or having promised to do it does not carry
out his promise, that the compulsory aequisi-
tion provisions of the Act apply. So far
as I am concerned I would welcome the re-
peal of the sections dealing with unutilised
land becanse it scems to me that if land is
unutilised, in accordance with that definition,
there is justification for the taking of it
without any intermediate appeal. There 1s
no need to give the person—the owner of
unnutilised land—the opportunity of first sub-
dividing it or offering it for sale. If the
board’s decision is unanimous there is justi-
fication for taking the land immediately.

T turn now to the constitution of the hoard
under the Act, It provides for a person with
local knowledge, that is knowledge of the
area in which the land, the subject of the
inquiry or the aequisition, is actually situ-
ated. That obviously implies someone with
a knowledge of the actual means of utilisa-
tion of land in that area and able, undouht-
edly, to judge as to whether the land is
heing reasonably utilised, having in mind the
type of land and the condilions prevailing
in the partienlar distriet. The officer of the
Lands Department to be included is not
named. He is to be selected by the Governor-
in-Council, and he would obviously be a per-
son with wjde knowledge of land and pro-
duction in Western Australia. Similar pro-
visions would apply to the officer to be
selected from the Agricultural Bank. Under
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the Aect we have a board constituted in a
manner which ensures a proper knowledge
and consideration of all the cireumstances of
any particular land.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr, WATTR: Drior to {he tea adjourn.
ment I was saying that under the Act we
have a board, constituted in such a manner
as to ensure proper knowledge, both gen-
eral and local, to deal with land which is not
utilised, and whose decisions must be unani-
mous and slil} subject to right of appeal to
a Sunpreme Court judge. Under this Bill
we are o have something entirely different.
There is to be a committee, and it names
specific people, so far as two of its members
are eoncerned, so that not the Exeentive
Council, but Parliament is to determine
whether these gentlemen have the requisite
knowledge and a proper opportunity to ap-
ply that knowledge. In respect of the third
member, there is no spectfic indication that
he is to be a local person with any loeal
knowledge. He may, indeed, be simply an-
olber member of the Civil Scrvice, as far
as the provisions in the Bill go. They do
not define him in any way that would pre-
vent him from heing a third member of the
Civil Service. This committee is to have
power to make its recommendations regard-
ing land, whether that land is atilised or
not, and there is no right of appeal.

It is true that the Director of Land Settle-
ment, who is to he one of the members of
this committer, is in my opinion—and I
think in the opinion of every member in
this House—completely capable of dealing
with the problems thai ave invelved. He
has a wide general knowledge of the land
of this Sfate, and of its value and useful-
ness. I have had negotiations with him and
have found him fair beyond any question,
but I venture to say that in his present posi-
tion, and with the duties that are falling
and likely to fall upon him, he is not go-
ing to have a reasonable opportunity to deal
with the matters that are hound to come he-
fore the enmmiitee if he is a member of it.
In my view be will simply not have the
time. After all, as T think the Premier once
#aid to me, there are only 24 hounrs in a
daty, and T feel that, with the absolutely es-
zential time that is required for recreatton
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in the 24 hours, Mr. Fyfe’s job must be a
coniplrte one, so 1 doubt whother we are
justified in having a committee constituted
ay this Bill prop se=. 1 awm prepared, he-
canse of the hich opinion I have of Mr.
Fyfe, to leave him on the committee, but in
my opinion there will be many a time when
Ik wiil be nnable to take part in it delibera-
tions, so we have to deal more earetully
with the other two ibat are members of it.

The Bill then provides that the ~eeonil
member shall be the Under Scceretary for
Agricultare, Tlere is another man who, dur-
ing the war, has had many extra duties im-
posed upon him. He is the permanent head
of a depariment, the ramifications of which
are ineveasing rapidly every day. We have
another Bill, following this one on the notice
paper, that is going once more—it would
seem—to inerease his obligations. Ile has
had imposed on him such occupations as
Deputy Controller of Eggs. and he is obliged
constantly to make visits to the Eastern
ftates. While, as regards dairying and cer-
tain other branches of agriculture, he has a
very wide knowledge, 1 donbt whether his
information is as ecomplete in regard to
those branches of agrieulture that are con-
neeted with wheatgrowing and sheep rais-
ing. T feel impelled to say that there should
he appointed to this position an officer of
the Department of Lands and Swivevs, or
of the Department of Agriculture, who is
not sa fully cccupied with other tasks and
who has a more general knowledge of all
the industrics of the State, in order that,
if the Director of Land Settlement is not
available, this officer will he available to
take his plaer and do the work that he will
he called upon to do,

As T understand it, the motive undorlving
the Bill is to assist as far as possible in
providing iand for soldier scttlement, and it
seems desirable that the officer so appoinfed
should he one who has had military serviee
or service in the Forees of the Crown which
have been engaged—

The Minister for Lands: Trrespective of
ability ?

Mr. WATTS : —in order that he may have
a proper appreciafion of the eirrumstances
and an idea of what persons who have come
home from active service desire. The third
position seems to me to reyuire a man who
has local knowledee.  Cirenmstances vary in
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almnst every district in the State. No-one
knows that better than does the Minister,
who would be the last man to say that there
is anyone—because it is impossible—who
has as complete a knowledge of every district
ag he has of one, two, or perbaps a dozen
districts. The original board, under the
Act, complied with that requirement. The
third member eould be changed, from time
to time, to cope with the circumstances of
each distriet, and I submit that it should be
50 in this ease. 1 think also that there
should be a right of appeal, which should
take into consideration what will be the re-
sult of resuming the land, from the peint of
view of prodoction and of obtaining in-
ereased population on the land concerned.
At this stage I wish to quote from para-
graph 471 of the third veport of the Rural
Reconstraction Commission, which most of
us have read. Paragraph 471 of the re-
port on Land Ttilisation and Farm Settle-
ment, reads—

Possible need for resisting pressure for suhb-
division, It may be that stromg public pres-
sure will develop in favour of extensive subdi-
vision of large estates merely because they are
large, and irrespective of their contribution to
the agrieultural output, and the efficiency of
their management, In the opinion of the Com-
mission such pressures should be resisted;
action of this sort would be no more justifiable
than breaking a large manufacturing concern
into a number of small, independently vun
units. The Commission emphasises that, in
most industries, modern farming adequately
mechanised and using rotatious of crops where
such are necessary for the maintenance ¢f soil
fertility, requires farms of a size which need
the fulltime employment of several men. If,
therefore, estates are to be suhdivided into
small units effective agriculture of this general
type ulthmately becomes impossible. Reason-
able returns to agricultural workers are seldom
associated with one-man farms.  Ultimately,
subdivision implies a refusal to permit aggre-
' gation which, in its turn, removea an incentive
to effort for higher efficiency.

Further on, in paragraph 487, we find—

The Commission therefore urges that in fix-
ing a standard for farm size in the promotion
of closer settlement, it is desirable, in the
interesta of healthy settlement, to adopt as a
basis the area which, when used for the pur-
poses for which it is best suited under a long-
range production programme with due regard
to proper farming and soil copservation
methods, and, when worked with average abil-
ity, permits employment with the least waste
of those combined factors of production which
make for the greatest efficiency.

There we have the well-considered views
of those Commissioners, and I think they
ought ta be taken into consideration by us
in arriving at exaectly what should be done
under this measure. I tell the House that
I agree with them, but [ am going to quote
some examples of the type of property
which T believe is included in the categories
referred to by the Ruoral KReconstruetion
Comenission and where there will be jus-
tification for resisting pressure for their
subdivision. I shall quote particulars of
various properties known to me or facts
supplied to me from reliable sonreces.

Farm A. comprises an area of 9,000
aeres. The land is only fair average graz-
ing. It has been oceupied by the farmer
for 19 years. For the first few years, be-
eause of the extremely heavy cost of bring-
ing the land to a fully produciive stage,
losses were incurred or, at least, no profits
were made. The books of the concern
have been kept by a well-known firm of pub-
lic accountants, und every item of ecredit
and expenditure has been recorded. The
property made losses in the first year of
£2, in the third year £440, in the fourth
year £436, and in the sixth year £164. Pro-
fits were made, in the eighth year, of
£1,051, in the tenth year £1,923, in the
twelfth veur £617, and in the fourteenth
vear £959; and in the war years the pro-
fits have ranged as high as £2,704, the
greater part of whieh, of course, was paid
away in income taxation,

But in this period, consequent on the use
of an average of 230 tons of superphos-
phate per annum, an average of ecleven
people, including the wife and two sons of
the owner, have heen resident on the pro-
perty, and varyving amounts of casual lab-
our have bheen employed for varying
periods. The number of sheep carried, eon-
sequent on this development, has steadily
increased from 3,730 fo over 6,200, and
the weight of wool from 37,210lbs. to
57,000lbs. The average price for wool in
the first year, when the small loss to which
I referred was made, was 23%d. per Ib.
higher than in the year 1944 when the very
substantial profif that I mentioned was
secured. Tt is open to very grave question
whether any suhdivision of this property
would produce greater produection or any
creat inerease in the population on the
property, especially the former, when one
{akes into consideration the very heavy
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capital expenditure that would be involved
in providing separate plant, separate houses,
and the like.

In the property of farmer B., the area is
10,000 acres. Upon that property 8,000
sheep are carried, ineluding a stud. It is
well known that for the successful manage-
ment of a stud flock a considerable area of
land is required, and it would be impraectie-
ahle to do away with the Jarger studs, be-
cause there would be no source of supply
of sires and stud ewes for the North-West-
ern areas where there are regular customers
and for the ordinary sheep farmer who re-
lies on these stud masters for his annaal
intake of rams and selected ewes. But, in
addition, this property earries 260 ecattle,
and it is anticipated that 75 bullocks will
he available for sale this year, and an aver-
age of 17 persons, including three families,
has been accommodated upon the property
in eomfortable circumstances.

It is truze that this state of affairs has
only heen reached by heavy expenditure on
rabbit-netting so as to preserve the avail-
able pastures and by the use of an average
of 200 tons of superphosphate per annum,
and by the growth of a considerable amount
of oaten crops nsed for sheep feed. This
property in 1936 earried just over 4,000
sheep, and 441 stud sheep were sold at an
average of £3 125, 34. per head, In 1944,
however, this property was earrying ap-
proximatelv 7,000 sheep, the number heing
somewhat reduced below expectations be-
cause of superphosphate difficulties. Tt pro-
duced 218 hales of wool as against 102 in
1936, and it sold 400 stud sheep at an aver-
age value of £6 18s. 10d. per head, as com-
pared with £3 12s. 3d. eight vears before.

The property of farmer C. is also a pro-
perty where a sheep stnd is kept. It com-
prises 14,500 acres, uses 250 tons of super-
phosphate, on an average, and has employed
thereon four men with families and one
single man, a total of 17 or 18 people,

The Premicr: They arce better off than if
they were on farms of their own.

Mr. WATTS: Yes, and one of them in
this case has admitted as mnch to me. Be-
tween 8,000 and 10,000 sheep have been
carried, varving with the season and the
superphosphate supplies, and in Tecent years
they have ent as mueh as 1214 lhs. per head
of wool. For each of the four families a
house is provided and not less than 500
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acres of oats for sheep feed is grown, In
1933 this property had a wool dip of 62,512
Ibs. and produced 13,039 bags of wheat, or
approximately 40,000 bushels. In 1934, it
cut 83,206 Ibs. of wool and produced 31,500
bushels of wheat. In 1939, it eut 93,185 lbs.
of wool and produced 25,000 bushels of
wheat, and in 1943—the last year for which
I could obtain reecords—the total woolclip
was 111,209 lbs., but no wheat was grown
because of the deficiency of superphosphate,
the whole of the superphosphate available
being used for topdressing.

The Minister for Lands: Is there a sug-
gestion——

Mr, WATTS: 1 am not suggesting any-
thing at the moment.

The Premier: I am ngreeing with the way
you are leading np to it!

Mr. WATTS: With examples of this sort
in mind, it becomes necessary carefully to
select the persons asked to adjudicate and
make recommendations regarding properties
which may be subject to this measure. It
becomes necessary to bear in mind the words
of the Rural Reconstruction Commission
which 1 have quoted, and to inquire what
are the views of the Minister for Lands re-
garding the desirability of interfering with
properties of this sort. The Minister, in
moving the second reading of the Bill, did
not give us any indication of his views or
intentions,  His was an extremely short
speech, which contained very little except n
hare explanation of the terms of the meas-
ure. Therefore, I would inquire as to his
views on the desirability or otherwise of in-
terfering with such properties. His speech
on the subjeet of the Bill told us practic-
ally nothing, and it is hardly fair for him
to ask us to adjudicate on legislation of
this character and deal with the details of it
unless we have some more definite outline of
what he has in mind. I also point cut to the
Minister that there are many properties
whose owners are most anxions to dispose of
them.

The Minister for Lands: There always
have been.

Mr. WATTS: Many of them have heecome
tired of earrying on during the war period
with insofficient lahour and on account of
advanring years. I would like to hear from
the Minister whether any inquiries have
been made from persons in whose hands
these properties might be available for sale
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as to details of them., On the other bhand,
there are undoubtedly large areas of land
the proprietors of which, I believe, would
be very glad if portions of their properties
were resumed. In faet, I am convinced
that arrangements for the closer settlement
of such areas could be made without the
intervention of any board or committee
under this measure, or the parent Act, if
a responsible officer were sent to discuss
the matfer with them.

1 have in mind one such avea that is west-
ward and south-westward of Tambellup, be-
tween that eentre and Boyup Brook, most of
which country is in the electorate of the
member for Wagin. There are many settlers
who took up some thousands of acres of
land years ago in the belief that it would
not earry more than one sheep to five or
six acres. Those men, having in many in-
stances laid down pastures, are today, in a
position to carry their limited flocks on
about half the area they bold. The land is
fairly lightly timbered, and partial elear-
ing only is required for pasture develop-
ment, as the removal of native grasses is
not necessary. In faet, I think it is better
for livestock if there is an admixture of
clover and native grasses. I understand
that in 1932, or thereabouts, Mr. Surveyor
Hicks—who I think is now Assistant Sur-
veyor General—diseussed the question of
resumption with a large number of these
settlers; and, provided they could be given
the freehold of the area which they wished
to retain, they would gladly have surren-
dered to His Majesty the remainder of the
area on terins which would have heen emin-
ently satisfactory to the department, be-
cause it wounld have cost virtually nothing.
I am convineed that in some cases in that
distriet the retenlion of large areas, for
whieh the holders have no stock, is making
them what is known as land poor. Those
areas, if that kind of approach is adopted,
I have no doubt will accommodate not less
than three times the number of people who
are at present to be found on them. There
are also areas to the west of Mt. Barker.
Tt 15 true that the timher is heavier and
the cost of development would be greater.
Smaller areas would be required, one would
suppnse, to enable a living to be made
there.

The Premier: There is a lot nearer to
Perth.
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Mr. WATTS : That may be, but I prefer to
deal with areas with which I am acquainted
and can therefore speak with some small
measure of anthority. What is required in
both those areas, from the point of view
of settlement, is efficient transport and
reasonably good roads. Those areas will
never be made attractive to anyone unless
efficient transport and a good road service
are supplied. I am convineced that if the
right metheds are adopted those areas—
without any necessity for these boards and
committees to operate—would be highly
suitable for eloser settlement. So I say
that the nsefulness of this measure will de-
pend on the melhods which are used in
carrying out its terms. I have expressed
no opposition to it, because as I said at the
beginning, I have no doubt the Minister
will be prepared to explain exactly what are
the intentions which underlie it. If I inter-
pret them aright and, as I presume, he will
he guided to an extent, anyway, by such
authoritative statements as those of the
Rural Reconstruetion Commission, those
properties to which I referred will be con-
sidered in the right light; they will be con-
sidered on the basis that they are produe-
ing, broadly speaking, the maximum amount
which they might be expeeted to produce,
under advantageous conditions to the em-
ployees and to the people who require, when
they are stud masters, sheep from their
flocks for stud purposes.

We have heard of valuers who are assist-
ing the alleged panel of experts which has
been employed under the National Security
Regulations, the land purchase restriction
powers. These valuers have the most exira-
ordinaty ideas of making valnations of
land. It is reported to me, on authority I
consider to be very reliable, that one such
valuer said he was going to put no extra
value on a fence because it happened to be
rabbit-netted; so far as he was concerned
that did not increase the preductivity of
the land, all he was concerned in was
whether the fence was stock-proof, and
if it were, it was worth £20 a mile. If
those rule-of-thumb methods are to be ap-
plied to transactions under this measure
the resnlt could not be regarded as satis-
factory to the department or to the State;
and so I submit that, unless great care is

- exercised in the selection of the represen-

tatives who are to make these decisions and
unless, above all, loeal knowledge is given
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its share in the transaction—of which
there is no meniion in the Bill—we shall
not get satisfactory results.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth) [7.36):
1 would like to make some observations on
this Bill. [ think the House in general will
be agreed that closcr settlement is desirable.
In fact, we may say it is essential, if we are
to provide for returning men who desire to
zo on the land., It is also essential for us
to make adequate provision for additional
population of the right kind which we seck
to attract to our State. The Minister in-
formed us in his second reading speech that
cioser settlement measures had been passed
in all the other States. I think he said that,
or I found it out from some other sourec;
but in any ease it is perfecily true.

The Minister for Lands: I must have
said it if it is true.

Mr. McDONALD: But when we take
other States into consideration, the legisla-
tion which mav suit their requirements does
not necessarily suit a State like Western
Australia. T have not had the time to ex-
amine the legislation of all the other States,
but I think I am correet in saying that in
New South Wales the Closer Settlement Act
or Aects cnable land to be resumed even
though it may be fully or faily fully im-
proved. One can well understand that in a
State like New South Wales, with a large
population and a very much smaller area
than we have in Western Australia, it may
be essential for closer setflement to include
properties which can be said to have been
fairly well improved and to have reached a
fairly high stage of productivity, but in our
State it may not be necessary to go so far,
Iu Western Australia, in 1938, out of a
total area of I think 624,000,000 acres—a
large part of which I candidly admit is not
suitable for closer settlement—

The Minister for Lands:
That is why it is not gettled.

Mr. McDONALD: —of that 624,000,000
acres in 1938 the State had alienated
17,645,000 aeres and was in process of
alienating 15,363,000 acres. In other words,
in 1938, which I take as a fairly reliable
pre-war vear, the land which the State had
disposed of and was disposing of totalled
ahout 33,000,000 aeres, Tn 1927, Sir James
Mitehell, when diseussing the parent Aet

Hear, hear!

[ASSEMBLY.)

in this House, pointed out that in the South-
West division alone we had 70,000,000 acres
of Crown lands then unalienated and not in
proeess of alienation, and much of that huge
ared was useful for cultivation. So we sea
that in our State, unlike the closely »settled
States, where people are becoming eramped
for opportunities for land settlement, we
should still have large reserves of Crown
lands, I imagine, not too far from railways
and in safe rainfall areas which we could
make available for new settlers and for
closer settlement, In saying that I am not
suggesting that the measore, as the Closer
Scttlement Act and this amendment, may
not be desirable. What T am suggesting is
that what may be very proper in a closely
settled State where land expansion has be-
come already diffienlt, may not be quite
the right type of legislation for a State
which hasg still large expanses of unalienated
Crown lands.

The latest legislation in Anustralia on this
subjeet is the Land Settltement Act of South
Australia. Anybody who has rcad the re-
ports on the agricultural and pastoral posi-
tion of South Australia and studied the
graphs that have appeared in the earlier re-
ports of the Commonwealth Grants Commis-
sion, will realise that in that State there is
a comparatively limited area of land within
the safe rainfall districts. T.ast year, hav-
ing regard to the prospeetive return of sol-
diers who would be seeking an opportunity
to go on the land, South Australia passed
the Land Settlement Aet, 194, I may re-
mark in passing that in South Australia
(hey appear to have a considerahle—pos-
sibly misplaced—rconfidence in their mem-
bers of Parliament. By the Land Settle-
ment Act, 1944, there is to be a land settle-
ment cominittee to deal with the resumption
of land for eloser settlement, and the mem-
hers, strangely enough, are to be members of
Parliament drawn from both Houses, They
have even gone so far as to pay them some-
thing extra for their serviees.

The Minister for Lands: They do that
with the Public Works Standing Commit-
tee, too.

Mr. M¢DONALD : Under the Land Settle.
ment Aet, 1944, the acquisition of lard jne-
veeds upon this basis: By Seetion 34, if
the Land Toard, after inquiry. reports
that—
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(a) any land in the State has not been
improved to such an extent as the
board considers reasenable; and

(b) it is desirable that that land should
be acquired for development and
settlement; and if the committe-
concurs in the report of the Land
Board, the Commissioner may de-
clare that this land shall be under-
developed land for the purposes of
the Act.

It is this under-developed land over which
the powers of resumption extend; and they
do not extend to land which is not under-
developed land, and therefore do not extend
to land which has been improved to an ex-
tent that its productivity is fairly well up
to its eapacity. That basis of the South
Australian Act is borne ont by the report of
the Rural Reconstruction Commission to
which the Leader of the Opposition re-
ferred. I propose to make a reference to
another paragraph in the report—namely,
paragraph 470 of the third report, at page
104. T want to refer to this opinion of the
Rural Reconstruction Commission, becanse 1
think all members of the Hounse have shared
the view that that report is a very valuable
contribution towards our knowledge of
sqund settlement policies for the States; and
when we read that report and find that this
Bill has departed from it, we are naturally
presented with some difficulty as to the at-
titude we should take up—no difficnlty as
to our opinion in favour of closer settle-
ment, but some difficulty as to the basis on
which that closer seitlement should be ear-
ried through. The report of the Rural Re-
construction Commission, in paragraph 470,
says—

Basis of selecting properties for subdivision,
—The <Commission, therefore, recommends
that when properties are under consideration
for purchase or =aequisition for settlement,

those which are selected shouwld be drawn
from—

(a) those which are not being used to
their full agricultural eapaeity by
their present owners;

(b) those which, after subdivision, will be
suitable for a higher type of pro-
duction than that for whieh they
are at present used.

The Minister for Lands: Where does this
Bill depart from that?

Mr. MeDONALD: The Minister said—
although the amendment by which he pro-
poses to bring it about seems to me just a
little bit obscure—that the Bill would give
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power, and I quote from memory, to acquire
compulsorily land, whether it was land not
utilised to its full capacity or not. In other
words, as I understand the Minister’s inten-
tion, it will give power to resume compul-
sorily land that is fully improved, T am not
saying that the board would necessarily do
that; what I am saying is what I understand
the Minister means te provide by this Bill,
and what would be the powers of the com-
missioner under this Bill if he thought fit to
exercise them. I am pointing out that when
South Australia—although a country of far
less resources in the way of unalienated land
than a State like Western Anustralia—ap-
proached the problem of closer settlement, it
was no doubt influenced, or possibly in-
fluenced, by the report of the Raral Recon-
struction Commission; and South Australia
confined the power of resumption to under-
developed land,

In practice, it may well be found that in
our State the commissioner, for the
purpose of closer settlement, will be able to
get all the land he wants for some years to
come by purchase by agreement, without
excreising any powers of compulsion at all.
If so, it will be considerably simpler. But
the Closer Settlement Act, as proposed to be
amended, is one which gives power of com-
pulsory purchase. Whereas by the existing
Act, although confined only to land which is
not utilised to its full economic capacity, the
landowner is given the option of either
improving the land or else himself
subdividing and selling it—in each of
which cases the compulsory powers do not
apply—the Minister’s amendment in this Bill
would not leave the landowner any such
alternative to compulsory aequisition. Fur-
ther, as the Leader of the Opposition very
properly pointed out, under existing legis-
lation, even though the landowner may avoid
compulsory acquisition hy himself improv-
ing the land by subdividing and selling it at
prices approved by the Government repre-
sentatives, he has, if compulsery aequisition
is set in foree against him, the right of ap-
peal against the order for compulsory ac-
quisition. In other words, he may dispute
that his land is, in fact, not used to its full
economic capacity, He may say it is, and
it ig always eonceivable that on appeal the
appeal tribunal may take a different view
from that of the commissioner under the
Closer Seitlement Act,
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But here there is, as far as I can see, no
appeal when Iand is to be resumed under
this measure on the recommendation of the
Minister. It is a power which can be—it
need not necessarily he—quiie arbitrarily ex-
ercised through the Minister and the com-
missioner appointed under the Bill. The
parent Act contains a right of appeal as to
the amount of compensation to be paid on
compulsory aequisition. This Bill contains,
in effect, no right of appeal. The amount
of purchase money, according fo the Bill,
on compulsory aequisition has to be deter-
mined by arbitration. From the award of
an arbitrator there is to be no appeal un-
less the arbitrator has made a mistake in
the matter of lega] principle, In practice it
is very hard to appeal from the award of
an arbitrator. One eannot appeal from his
judeoment on the evidence placed before him
on the question of the amount of compen-
ration he should gward. It is desirable in a
matter which may involve a large sum of
money, and also the life’s work of a man,
that that man should be entitled to appeal
if he is digsatisfied with the amount of com-
pensation he is offered, or which has been
decided by an arbitrator under the Arbitra-
tion Act. YWhen I speak of the right of ap-
peal I am fortified by the opinion of the
members of the Rural Reconstruetion Com-
mission because in their third report at page
131, paragraph 539, dealing with eloser
settlement, they make this recommendation—

The owner of land which it is proposed to
resume for closer settlement shall have a right
of appeal te a tribunal against the proposal
to resume and also against the amount of com-
pensation,

The reason why I think it is necessary to
make some examination of the grounds for
compulsory resumption of land is that it
seems to me desirable that we should not dis-
turb the type of farmer or pastoralist who
deserves our protection and support. Inm
other words, a farmer whe goes out and
builds up his farm to a reasonably improved
state, or his grazing property to 5 reason-
ably full capacity, would under the Bill, as
T see it, have over him all the time the pos-
sibility of compulsorv resumpiion if, in the
opinion of the commissioner, his land was
not heing used at full eapacity, or even if
it was, if the commissioner, in his judgment,
thought that he had more land that he should
have, or, again, even though he had only
as much land as was necessary for an ero-
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nomic farming unit in his distriet, ~We
should endeavour to make these people feel

safe from compulsory acquisition if they

have been good agrieulturists or good pas-
toralists and have done al] that ean resson-
ably be expected of them during the oecu-
pancy of their land, and if they cannot be
said to have an unfair proportion of land.
When therefore we come to the Commit-
tee stage I hope that some consideration
will be given to providing some proteetion,
which will be a reassnranee to the primary
producer who can be said to have done all
that ¢an be reasonably expected of him. I
am not going to say that such a producer
need be apprehensive of nnreasonable action
from a reasonable board. I am prepared to
assume that a board will act reasonably, but
I would like to see, quite clear from the
Act itself, that the deserving producer, who
bas made good use of his land is not, as
the result of district pressure, or any other
reason, likely to find himself fighting under
this measure to retain a property on which
he may have spent a lifetime’s work. Such
an amendment would, T think, not destroy
the general intention or the utility of the
Aect, but wounld make clear to people who are
now going or will in future go intoe primary
production, that they are not going to be
disturbed in their occupation unless it ecan
be said guite plainly that their land is not
being put to proper productive use or that
they have so much land that they cannot
reasonably be expected to hold on to it in
view of the requirements of closer settlement,
In Committee T hope the Minister will
take into consideration such snggestions as
we can make for the purpose of meeting the
peints T have mentioned, TIf so, I think the
legislation may be an improvement and we
may have a workable Act which will not
lead to any apprehension on the part of
people who are now or may in the future
be engaged in primary production. In the
expectation that in the Committee stage we
will be able to take some steps to mect the
aspeets I have mentioned, I am prepared to
support the second reading of the Bill.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [8.19]:
Knowing the Minister who introdnced the
Bill and the faet that he is acting with
the very best of intentions in this matter
T propose to support the second reading.
I do =0, in addition, from the point of view
nf the intending soldier settler and be-
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cause the Minister indicated, when intro-
ducing the Bill, that the intention is lo
set up some. preliminary machinery in con-
neection with the proposed soldier settle-
ment activity and legislation. I think the
Minister will agree with me and sapport
me in this regard, that the ex-servicemen
and women are asking justly for a meas-
ure of preferential treatment to compen-
sate them for the losses in time and op-
portunity that they have suffered during a
period of years, but they do not ask for a
measure of preferential treatment that
would impose injustice on any other indi-
vidual or any section of the commumty.
For that reason it is necessary for a meas-
ure such as this to be carefully examined,
to see that, while it meets the wishes of
the ex-serviece personnel, at the same time
it does not impose sn injustice on any other
section of the community.

Mr. Abbott: This Bill does not deal with
ex-service personnel.

Mr. LESLIE: I am coming to that. In
jntroducing the measure, the Minister said
that was one of its purposes, and I believe
that to be so, though nothing is said in the
Bill ahout soldier land scttlement. T doubt
whether there wiil be such an Aect, either
in this House or in the Commonwealth
House, as a soldier land setilement Aet. I
think it is going to be ‘‘land settlement’’
and that is all, but that is a matter that
ean be dechated at a later stage. T pre-
sume that is why no specific” mention of
soldier land settlement is made in this
Bill. There is another aspect ofl land
settlement, in connection with soldier set-
tlement, that this Bill entirely omits. I
refer to the aequisition of land—not un-
justly—from the present owners or occu-
piers of the Jland whe ave desirons of sell-
ing it, and where that land is on the mar-
ket. T refer to private land, and not Crown
land.

If this Bill is to operate for the benefit
of ex-serviecemen, it should include a pro-
vision giving the Government, or this com-
mittee or board, a prior optien on any land
ofiered for sale, that the board or commit-
tee might consider suitable for land set-
tlement. That could be done without any
injustice to anyone interested in the land,
but it would give the Government or the
board, or committee power to aequire
under a statutorv option, such suitable
land, and it is very largely that land—-
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that is, not unutilised land—that is the type
of the greatest value for ex-servicemen. I
think this would result in considerably less
loss to both the State and the Common-
wealth Governments, in their endeavours
to assist ex-servicemen on to the land. I
sce no difficulty in action of that kind
being taken, and it would inflict no injus-
tice on the vendor, owner or occupier. It
might mean a week’s delay in finalising a
transaction, but (here is so much delay as
it is in the legal formalities in the disposal
of land, that an extra few days while in-
vestigations were heing made into the value
of the proposition, from a soldier settle-
ment peint of view, would not make any
difference. I think this Bill has been rather
hastily drawn ap—uwith all due respect to
the Minister—hecanse it seems lo eonflict
in a number of eases with the parent Act.
We know that our laws are full of ‘‘not-
withstandings,’’ ‘“neverthelesses,”’ and so
on, vet here we find in the amending Bill
that notwithstanding any other provision
of the Aet the Minister may from time to
time do something or other, The parent
Act also contains contradictory ‘‘notwith-
standings.””  Section 11 says—
Notwithstanding anything in this Aet to the
contrarv. any owner who, before a declaration
is published under Seetion 7 that land hag been
taken nnder this Act, may notify the board of
his desire to tetain a portion of the land in-
tended to he taken sufficient for the sustenance
of himself and his family, and in such case he
shall have the right to retain such portion of

the land as may he agreed upon bhetween such
owner and the board.

This Bill refers to a committee which the
Minister has set up, and the parent Aect
speaks of a board, T am afraid our legal
friends are going to earn a lot as a result
of the amendments ineluded in this Bill.
There is only nne wav in whieh T think this
matter should be dealt with, in the light of
the Minister’s intentions. and I take the
Minister’s intention from the remarks he
made in his second reading speech—that
the purpose of this Bill was in eonneetion
with soldier settlement. I think there is
only one way in which to deal with that.
and that is te have a separate Rill alto-
ecther. an Aet ynite apart from tinkering
with fthe Closer Scettlemen) Act as it
stands at present. We have here an in-
stance where. under the Bill, the Minister
may recommend that any land shall be ae-
quired for the purpose of s=oldier settle-
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ment. This is provided in the Bill hefore
us which amends the parent Aet, yef, not-
withstanding that provision, the owner of
the land may clahm under the parent Aet
a portion of the land, sufficient for the sus-
tenance of himself and his family, and in
such case he shall have the righi to retain
it.

There appears to be confliction between
this Bill and the pavenf Act. I am not a
legal man and I have not had the opportun-
ity that the Minister has had to disenss it
with the Crown Law authoriies, buf I
would like the Minister's assurance that
there will be no mix-up in this, and that
there is no room for legal differences, and
that either the parent Aet or this Bill shall
be amended so that where it says ‘‘board’’
it shall mean either ‘‘committec’’ or
‘“board,’’ and that the parent Act shall be
gone through esrefully to see what conse-
quential amendments are required to it to
bring it into line with the requirements of
this amending Bill. 1 think the Minister
should draw up a separate Bill dealing
with soldier land settlecment, or closer
settlement, in which he should ineorporate
the provisions thal he knows the returned
soldiers are looking for—those whiech I
mentioned previowsly—namely, means o
enable ex-servicemen to Zo on to already-

developed blocks that are for private sale,.

blocks that they could not aequire beecause
of lost opportunity during their years of
service. The (Government would then be
able to assist them to acquire such areas
through the right of a prior option, a sta-
tutory option. I propose to support the
measure, in the krowledge that the Minis-
ter is acting with very praiseworihy inten-
tions. I hope that when the Bill reaches
the Committee stage. and even prior to
that, the Minister will give it further con-
sideration with a view to the necessary
amendments bheing brought in to make it as
near as possihle 10 a separate Aect, to pro-
vide for the things I have suggested.

MR. ABBOTT (North Perth) [8.30]:
The Minister stated that one of the objects
of the Bill was to assist in settling soldiers
on the land. I should have thought the Min-
ister would consider soldier settlement of
sufficient importanee to warrant a Bill of its
own. Personally, T do.

The Minister for Lands: You will get one,
too.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. ABBOTT: But will not the original
Act be very jumbled if it inclades some of
the amendments suggested? I believe in the
soldiers receiving preferential treatment ana
I believe the Minister agrees with that. The
original closer settlement legislation, how-
ever, was designed for quite 5 different pur-
pose.

The Minister for Lands: And was never
used.

Mr. ABBOTT: The point I am making is
that it was drafted for a different purpose,
which was to hring about the closer settle-
ment of land that was not being properly
utilised. That, in itself was a very worthy,
object. The objeet set out to be attained
by this Bill, however, is entirely different,
This measure is intended to authorise the
resumption of land irrespective of whether
it is being properly ntilised or not. I do
not consider that two such diverse ohjeets
should be combined in the one statute. Fur-
ther, in the one case we have 4 certain
committee; now it is proposed to appoint
an entirely different hody. It would be much
wiser to give the returned soldiers legisla-
tion of their own. They should receive pre-
ferential treatment and they should be
granted it under new legislation, not by an
amendment of an existing Act. )

Mr, J. Hegney: Will not this Bill help
the soldiers?

Mr. ABBOTT: In my opinion, not to the
extent desired, though in the opinion of the
hon. member, it might.

Mr. J. Hegney: It will give them an op-
portunity to get land.

Mr. ABBOTT: That should be granted
under legislation for that purpose alone.

Mr. J. Hegney: What they want is land.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. ABBOTT: If the hon. member is not
prepared to give it to them, others are. If
these amendments are passed, portions of
the Aet will become obsolete and will be of
neither use nor advantage.

The Minister for Lands: That is obvious.
The provisions of the Aet have not been
used since the legislation was passed in
1027,

Mr. ABBOTT: Then why not bring in
a new Bill for this one purpose instead of
hotehing up the existing Aet with amend-
menta that will make it very confusing for
the publie at large?
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MR. PEREKINS8 (York) [8.34]: The
member for North Perth has largely covered
the point I desired to make. Members gen-
erally agree that it is desirable that good
land should not be held out of cultivation
or withheld from people who are prepared
fo make better use of it than the present
owners are doing.

Mr. J. Hegney:
with that.

Mr. PERKINS: When land is withheld
from its best use, it has a very bad effect
on the distriet in_which such land is situ-
ated. At the same time, there is room for
doubt whether this amending Bill will enable
us to attain the desired end in the best way
possible. The member for North Perth has
aptly shown that there is a definite conflict
of purpose between the parent Act and the
Bill now before ns. The original legislation
was designed to bring into cultivation land
that was not being put fo its hest use.

The Minister for Lands: 1 think the
parent Act said “unutilised” land and that
would be land not uged for any purpose.

Mr. PERKINS: Unless this Bill is
amended, it would be possible for land that
is being utilised to its maximum capacity to
be taken over and used for closer settle-
ment. The Minister indieated that that might
be necessary for soldier settlement, He has
told us that a separate measure will be in-
troduced to deal with soldier seftlement, so,
if such a purpose is desired by the Minis-
ter, he might well include the provision in
the soldier settlement Bill, rather than use
the provisions of this amending Bill to
achieve the same purpose. The Minister
stated in his second reading speech and also
by interjection that no use had ever been
made of the parent Act. This being so, ap-
parently very little of the unutilised land
would not have been available to the Gov-
ernment under purchase conditions had it
desired to proceed with a closer settlement
policy.

The Minister for Lands: You can open 2
big argument as to whether land is ntilizsed
or not uttlised. It might be utilised to a
very small extent, but still it would be
utilised.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. PERKINS: The existing Act doubt-
less contains many necessary and desirable
features, but additional safeguards should
be inserted in this Bill to protect the rights

Hear, hear! We agree
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of land-owners and the economy of the State.
The Leader of the Opposition covered the
point very well in giving examples of some
of the larger stud properties. This is a very
important point, because the prosperity of
any State largely depends upon a continuous
supply of good stud stock, and the Rural
Reconstruction. Commission, in its third re-
port, as quoted to the House, made it very
clear that real damage could be done to
the economy of the nation by thoughtless
action in such a matter. I shall support
the second reading, but I think that safe-
guards which have been brought to the
notice of the Minister by way of amend-
ments placed on the notice paper should be
inserted in order to protect the interests of
all concerngd.

MFE. CROSS (Canning) [839]: I eom-
sider that the member for North Perth was
not quite fair in his very pertinent remarks
on the Bill. The measure merely seeks to
empower the Alinister to appeoint a com-
mittee to aequire land, whether it is util-
ised or not. I have in mind some land I
have secn on several cccasions—a fairly
large tract of some of the best land in
the South-West, and in close proximity to
Brunswick Junetion. A namesake of the
member for North Derth owns a fairly
large area of land and would say that it is
being utilised. It iz being utilised to the
extent that he runs 3 few cattle on it. An-
other man owns a large tract of country
which he is utilising in a similar manner.
His name is Heppingstone. Then there is
another man who lives in Mounts Bay road
and brings down a few cattle from the
North-West to fatten. People near Bruns-
wick Junetion ave wresting a living from
farms of only ten aecres, while not far from
them other people are wresting a living
from 20,000 aeres, which they eclaim is
heing utilised. I ceonsider it a disgrace to
the State that that sort of thing is per-
mitted to continue. If these people do mnot
make adequate use of their land it should
be taken from them. The member for
North Perth said that the soldiers ought to
have a speecial Bill. This one, however, is
merely one to enable land to be acquired,
whether or not it iz heing used. I daresay
we shall have a Bill to deal separately with
returned soldiers, I do not know why
there is all this sob-stuff ahout returned
soldiers.
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Mr. Doney: If there is going to be a
closer settlement Bill for returned soldiers,
why was this measure brought down?

Mr, CROSS: Some men who were in the
Army were dragged out of it against their
wishes and after they had been in it for
more than a year.

The Premier: You cannot amend every
Bill necessary in a soldier settlement Bill.

Mr. Doney: I agree.

Mr. CROSS: I also agree. I support the
Bill, which I consider to be a good one.
I know that in the distriet of the Leader
of the Opposition there is a large area
owned by two or three members of a family
who are running a few sheep on it.

Mr. Seward: What do you call a few?

Mr. CROSS: A few acres?

Mr. Seward: No, sheep.

Mr. CROSS: They have about 40,000
aecres. .

Mr. Seward: I said sheep.

Mr. CROSS: They run abouf 14,000
sheep between them, but, as a matter of

faet, they are so well ‘‘ribbed’’ that they
do not run more sheep than is necessary to
enable them to live. They do not run
nearly the number of sheep that the land
can earry, because they are not worried
about making money. They carry on their
business as easily as they can. I know
them, and I know every inch of the coun-
try. I knew it 35 years ago.

Mr. Seward: And you got out of it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. CROSS: The hon. member is slightly
out of order. When this Bill becomes law,
unless those people make better use of
their land—and it is some of the best land
in the State, not sandplain country—it will
be resumed. Then, instead of four men in
a family running it, perhaps 100 returned
soldiers will each make a good living on it.
The soldiers do not want serub or sandplain
country; they should be put on to the best
quality land. e have such land and it
is not being nsed to its capacity at the pre-
sent time. It would support ten times the
number of people if it wera farmed by
proper methods.

On motion by Mr. MeLarty, debate ad-
Journed.

BILL—POLICE AOT AMENDMENT
ACT, 1902, AMENDMENT.

Received from the Couneil and read a
first time.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—-NATIONAL FITNESS.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 11th September.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [845]:
When introducing this measure the Minister
stressed the fact that its purpose was fo es-
tablish, by statutory authority, a council
which has been carrying on the work with
which this Bill deals. As I see it, and as
explained by the Minister, the purpose of
the measure is to encourage the develop-
ment, mentally and physically, of adoles-
cents. Money provided by the Common-
wealth Government has up to thé present
been spent for that purpese. It is interest-
ing to note the directions in which at least
some of the money has been spent. I find
that out of a grant made available to the
State by the Commonwealth Government,
£1,000 per annum was paid to & committee
of the associated youth organisations, which
inclnded the Boy Scouts, the Girl Guides,
the Police Boys' Clubs and other organisa-
tions with headquarters in this State and
State-wide ramifieations, The commiitee of
the youth organisations decided, so I under-
stand, how the grant made available by the
Commonwealth should be allocated. The
sum of £1,500 has been made available an-
nually to local national fitness committees,
94 of which are located in country centres,
These committees are subsidised by the
National Fitness Council on a pound for
pound basis up to the sum of £50 per an-
num, Another £1,000 is provided for ameni-
ties and facilities in camps and hostels. It
is paid to a special committee which has
been set up for that purpose. About £250
has been provided for the training of
leadera.

We were privileged to witness a film on
the night the Minister introduced the Bill.
It depicted some of the work in which the
teachers were being trained. About £250 a
year is provided for equipping playgrounds.
Those playgrounds are not school play-
grounds, and that is a point T wish to raise
on thizs measure, I am certaioly of the
opinion that a larger portion of the council’s
funds could be spent in providing equip-
ment for school playgrounds, that is, for
children of school age. From inquiries I
have made nuite recently in connection with
children’s playgropnds, it appears to me
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that becanse of the small amount of money
available for expenditure in this direction.
the officers coneerned with the administra-
tion of the affairs of the National Fitness
Counci] arc able to interest themselves only
with the training of adolescents. We know
that money is necessary for the equipment
of school playgrounds, and up to now that
money has had to be provided by volun-
tary contributions, ususlly from Parents
and Citizens’ Assoeiations. Money avail-
able from the education vote is too small
to be devoted to national fitness projects in
the schools, The education grant does not
go far enough in e realm of the three R’s,
and certainly does not permit of ezpendi-
ture on physieal fitness and school play-
grounds; so the school national fitness work
is dependent entirely on voluntary effort
from local organmisations which, so far as I
can see, obtain no subsidy.

Subsidies are paid by the National Fit-
ness Council to national fitness committees
which are established in country and other
districts, and are mainly for the purpose of
dealing with adolescents. YWhen this new
couneil is in operation, I would like to see
some of its attention devoted to providing
schools with playgrounds and facilities for
national fitness work amongst those who are
al the age at which they are best interested
in mental and physical development, A par-
tienlar point in the Bill that interests me is
the appointment of the personnel of the
conneil. T find that it provides that the
Governor shall from time to time, on the
nominatian of the Minister, appoint the
members of the council not exeeeding 21 in
number. No provision is made for a recom-
mendation from any organisation as to a
snitable person to represent that organisa-
tion on the eouncil,

The Minister for Lands: If you had bhad
our experience over the Iast two or three
years, you would not have wanted such a
provision, either!

Mr. LESLIE: Possibly. At the same
time, it seems to me that this matter should
not rest entirely in the hands of the Min-
tster or members of the physical fitness
organisation. It is possible there may have
been difficulty in obtaining suitable repre-
sentatives from some of tke organisations;
but I see the danger that, if at any time
the Minister or those in administrative een-
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trol desire to eliminate any particularly
worthwhile organisation, they will be able
te do so.

The Minister for Lands: They used to do
tnat when the organisations elected their
own representatives,

Mr, LESLIE: There are organisations
that are doing 4 good job—the Boy Scouts,
the Girl Guides, the Y.M.C.A., various re-
ligions bodies and the Police Boys' Club—
and we could rely on them to make sure they
had representatives and elected someone
whom they conld trust to look after their
interests and the interests of youth gener-
ally. There should be certain responsible
bodies with wide interests and wide rami-
fications definitely nominated, and provision
should be made for nominees from those or-
ganisations {0 be appointed to the couneil.
Not only is the council to be comprised of
nominated members, but even the advisory
committees are to be indirectly nominees of
the Minister, because the committees are to
be appointed by the eouncil. One can hardly
call that anything like an attempt at demo-
ceratic rule of an organisation, The Minister
appoints councillors and the councillors ap-
point their advisers! That is no way to Tun
any organisation; it is certain to be run ex-
actly how the Minister wants it to be runm,
irrespective of anyone else’s wishes. Such
an unsatisfactory sgystem will not make for
eventua] success. If the Government finds
it necessary to comply with the Common-
wezlth’s dictates to have a conncil which the
Minister has nominated, surely it iz only
reasonable for provision to bhe made for ad-
visers to be elected instead of being merely

* yes-men or mouthpicces of the original

heads.

The
whom?

Mr. LESLIE: By the organisations inter-
ested in the national fitness movement. There
are 94 national fitness committees through-
out Western Australia st present. Those
eommittees would be interested enough and
would be quite anxious to have the right
to appoint one or more of their own nomi-
nees. I see no reason why provision eannot
be made for those committees to have repre-
sentatives appeinted by themselves and so
eliminate the possibility of the organisation-
being a yes-show right from the top down
to the advisory committee, which is purely
a replica of the council itself. There is one

Minister for Lands: Elected by



746

other part of the Bill which is not par-
ticularly pleasing to me. It provides that
the aetivities of the organisation—the en-
couragement and development of national
fitness in the State—are to be carried out
in accordance with the recommendation of
the Commonwealth Minister charged with
the administration of national fitness.

In introducing the measure, the Minister
mentioned that the Commonwealth had
adopted a very reasonable attitude in regard
to any suggestion submitted and any altera-
tions proposed by the State. It seems to
me thaet this is just a repetition of the
tragedy of placing the final say-so in the
hands of somebody far removed from the
State and unable to understand purely local
conditions. Whoever is responsible for the
administration of the Commonwealth Act at
present may be quite sympathetie towards
diffieulties peeuliar to this or any other
State, but it is possible that that person or
persons may go out of office. Some other
individual may then take charge who insists
on the letter of the law heing carried out,
and the result may be that instead of the
peculiar necessities of our State being
studied and given consideration, and instead
of our being able o say that our requests
have been wunderstood and, within reasom,
granted, we shall find that we are being die-
tated to. We shall find that is so beeause
our own measure says we are to administer
the scheme in accordance with Common-
wealth direction.

We are limited by the Commonwealth
Act, and this Bill ties uns still fuarther hand
and foot to the dictates of the Common-
wealth authorities. I believe in this physi-
cal fitness movement. I believe it is a very
necessary thing, and we already have evid-
ence that it has been of great benefit to the
community; but I also believe it is neces-
sary to sound g note of warning, My mind
goes back to the fact that there were youth
organisations established on the Continent,
and I think it will be & generation and more
before the rottenness drilled into the young
people there will he sufficiently wiped out
to ensure that we are safe from a re-

petition of the tragedy that has oe-
curred in the last six years. There
can be no doubt whatsoever that it

was youth organisation—and wonderful or-
ganisation, if I read aright—that developed
the fanatical nature in the enemies we have
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been fighting. Those of us who have been
in contact with them have heard them
speak irrationally and from a point of
view that was almost inhuman. One could
only come to the conglusion that they had
been given a perverted view of things; and
had rot only been given that point of view
but had received it to such an extent that
they had been deprived of thinking for
themselves.

Mr. J. Hegoey: You eould not blame the
youth organisation so much as the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. LESLIE: That is so, but I blame the
people as well for apathetically accepting
the conditions imposed by the Government.
That is one of the reasons why we have
Oppositions in our Parliaments which sug-
gest, as I do, to Parliament that although
we have these Acts—and this national fit-
ness movement is intended for the benefit
of the nation—there is a liability of very
sertons danger of some organisations get-
ting control _of this movement and instil-
ling into the youth of this eountry subver-
sive ideas.

Mr. J. Hegney: What about compulsory
military training? :

Mr. LESLIE: That does not come into
it. That comes under a different set of
circumstances altogether. This Bill aims
at creating a movement which has for its
purpose the mental development, as well as
the physical development, of our youth. I
believe in the movement and that it can
elevate our young people so long as it is
properly controlled, and so long as the
Government makes certain it will not be
used by any organisation to distort the
minds of those who are at an impression-
able age. I am not suggesting that this
national fitness scheme has been introduced
with any politieal motive. I am firmly of
opinion that it has not, but that it has been
introduced by people with the very best
intentions and is supported hy the Gov-
ernment for the same reason. But even
the hest of movements have brought out
evil, and it is possible that this may also
produce evil. Camps, as I know them,
ean be an influenee for good, or an infln-
ence for evil.

I would like to see these eamps estab-
lished mnder a proper system of control.
Let us not forget that tkere is an organi-
sation in our State that wounld be only toa
glad to get control of the youth movement
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to instil some of its ideas into the minds
of our young people, and neither this Gov-
ernment nor any other would last five min-
utes once it did that.

The Minister for Lands: What organi-
sation is that?

Mr. LESLIE: The Eureka Youth Move-
ment! Ii has taken its name from one of
the incidents that Australia is proud of—
a fight for liberty and justice. That organ-
isation has thieved a name which stands
for those principles to establish something
that is rotten to the foundation. I would
like to see youth organisation camps estab-
lished along the lines of an organisation
which Rourisked prior to the war known as
the Toe H movement. Over the door
through which one entered their gatherings
were these words—‘‘ Abandon Rank All Ye
Who Enter Here.”” That motte was rig-
idly enforced. A eamp established on that
brasis would show our youth that the so-
called class distinction is artificial and an
attempt to keep the people divided on the
principle of ‘‘Divide and Conquer.”” They
could be taught to understand each other’s
problems and learn that although one fel-
low’s dad wears a white collar and another
fellow’s dad wears bowyangs, they are
human beings tegether, and that although
they have different problems to face, they
can get along in harmony and peace, not
by coercion or compulsion, but as free men
and free women with a desire to help one
another along the path they walk in their
training and in their lives outside. That
prineiple in a youth movement can only be
adopted by placing the control in the
proper hands. We have organisations that
have stood the test of time and proved
their worthiness, and if they are given con-
trol we need have no fear that, in sup-
porting a measure like this, evil is likely tc
result. While I support the Bill I hope it
will be administered with extreme eare and
watehfnlness by those in whose trust we
are placing the futvure generations of our
country.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [9.5]:
This measure does noi receive my unquali-
fied blessing. T say that advisedly heeause
I believe it has become fashionmable to put
forward physical fithess as a panacea for
many of the ills obtaining today.

Mr. Seward: Hear, hear!
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Mr. GRAHAM: I believe it is nothing of
the sort, as I will attempt to demonstrate
in a few moments. It is remarkable that
this movement for physical fitvess has its
origin in war. The movement received its
impetus in the Mother country following the
cessation of the last war in 1918, In Ger-
many, as has been mentioned by the pre-
vious speaker, physica) fitness on the part of
youth was practised as a prelude to war. In
our own country, Australia, & boost is given
to the movement fundamentally, T believe,
because of the exigencies of war; because of
the necessity to have, so far as is possible,
a group of young people coming forward
for the purpose of serving in the Armed
Forces. I believe, too, that there has been
a certain amount of confused logic because
anyone who knows anything at all about
military training, and what goes with it, is
aware that it requires far more than physi-
¢al exercise and training to make people fit.
I suggest, first of all, that if physical fit-
ness, which is being recognised at this some-
what late hour, means anything at all we
should not deal with the question in the nig-
gardly fashion that we are doing at present
but, in view of the fact that the war has
coneluded, embark upon the scheme in no
mean fashion.

As T visualise the situation, it is a Com-
monwealth responsibility, and 1 believe that
the machinery of State should, now that the
war 15 coneluded, be diverted towards this
new aspect, namely, physical fitness for ord-
inary eivilian requirements and purposes. I
consider, therefore, that, in very muech the
same way as in the past balf-dozen years
military uniforms have been distributed free
of charge to those who have had fo wear
them, elothing for sporting purposes should
he provided for the youth of this country.
I see no reason why, if an outfit of khaki
could he given to a young Australian so
that he might be properly clothed for a cer-
tain purpose, the defence of his country, it
gshould be impossible to provide proper
sporting equipment for the youth of thig
eountry, if physical fitness means so much,
in order that we might have a physieally fit
nation, which we have not at present. In
the same way as it is possible to provide
tremendous quantities of fighting material,
in all shapes and sizes, so it should be pos-
sible to provide ericket bats, tennis rackets
and other paraphernalia necessary for mod-
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ern’ sporting establishments, to make it
possible for the youth of this country to
take advantage of sport, instead of its
heing the perquisite of a few only, as un-
fortunately is now the case.

[(The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

The Minister for Works: Book me up
for a five-star SBlazenger racket.

Mr. GRAHAM: But for the Grace of
God a number of us may bave been booked
not for five-star Slazenger rackets, but for
tommy-guns or something else and, if it had
been dictated by the circumstances of the
time that we should have those things, the
guestion of money would certainly not have
obtruded itself into the argument. Those
weapons would have been supplied to us. In
the same way it is possible for sporting
equipment to be issued to the people of this
country. As it has been possible to erect
nilitary barracks and buildings, there is no
physieal—and certainly no financial—ob-
stacle in the way of -constructing gym-
nasiums, swimming pools and so on in order
to foster physical culture generally. To
take it one step further, as we have at pre-
sent military officers in the service of the
State for a partienlar purpose, it would
surely be possible, on the same lines, to pro-
vide sports leaders; for sports leaders to be
provided by the Government of the day to
demonstrate to onr vouths the best use that
could be made of the sporting equipment.
Just as Australia was mobilised for war—
because it was essential-—so if the move-
ment of physical fitness means so much to
Australia, we should be mobilised towards
that end.

If we have any faith and trust in the con-
ference at San Francisco and in other mea-
sures taken generally in relation to peace
in the days to come, it is appropriate for us
to give consideration to a diversion from our
military activities to aectivities of a civil
nature. By that I mean that, instead of a
reversion to 16 days annually in & military
camp, there would be nothing wrong witn
our vouth—and those not s¢ youthful—be-
ing drafted, though left to their own disere-
tion to some extent, to places by the
beaches, in the case of those who live in the
far outhack, in order that the people gen-
erally may be given a holiday in entirely

new surroundings and environment. Not-
withstanding the fact that the great
bulk of workers have an annuel
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holiday period, far too many of them
are unable to take advantage of it. Apart
from idling in their own back yards very
little nse is made of the annual holiday. If
there was an opportunity to enjoy the air
of a different locality and to meet pew
faces, and even for that short period to en-
joy a totally different life, there would be
a building up of the physique of the people
of this country. At the outset I stated
that I do not believe to a great exteat that
the physical fitness movement will achieve
all the fine things that have been predicted
for it. If it is to be persevered with, and
if 1t really does mean so much to those who
have espoused the c¢ause, why should it not
be done in first-class fashion?

J would remind members that 12 or 15
years ago there were people who had plenty
of fresh air and plenty of physical exer-
cise. I refer to those who were sent to
relief camps in country districts, and I
challenge any member of this House, or
any person elsewhere, to suggest for one
moment that the physical or mental bal-
ance of those people was in any way im-
proved by that experience.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: The hon. member is
getting off the subject.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am keeping to the sub-
jeet, and am demonstrating that the giving
of exercise and the sending of people to
different loealities is, of itself, no cure for
physieal deformities or deficiencies that
might exist, nor will it necessarily tend to
build up the physique of the people of this
or any other country. There are other
things more fundamental and basie and,
until such time as we have shaped up to
them and have solved those problems, not-
withstanding all the physieal jerks and
rhythmie exercises, and camps at the hills,
heaches or elsewhere, we will not have an
Al race of people in this country of ours.
One of the greatest factors affecting the
people of whom I have spoken was that
they had no security, and no peace of mind,
hecause of that insecurity. They had not
sufficient proper food, clothing or shelter
and that demonstrates to me, without a
shadow of doubt, that, if we really believe
in and desire a fitter nation than we have
at present, it is necessary to deal with hasie
qnestions first.

If we eontinue to zo off at tangenis—as
I believe is the ease to a great extent with
this physical fitness movement—we will
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completely miss the poin. If they have
not already done so members should peruse
a report that was made several years ago
on the school survey that was undertaken,
covering so many children in Western Aus-
tralia. Those who have studied that report
. should again read it in order to realise the
full signifieance of what I am trying to
demonstrate this evening.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Quite right!

Mr. GRAHAM: I am afraid there is a
general tendemey to attach oneself to a
catch-ery and repeat it so often that ome
is eonvinced, and perhaps in the process
other people are convineed, and so I make
reference to the constant ery for free milk,
I think I can demonstrate that point in a
few moments. The tables of which I speak
show—there is no denying the facts—that
the children who resided in areas that could
be regarded as of a better class, economically,
were, on g comparative age basis, consider-
ably taller and of greater weight than the
children from the economically poorer
areas. I therefore suggest that the children
in the favoured areas have a better
physique because they have had at their
disposal a better class of food and a betfer
variety of food, and there is not in their
homes the mental disorder and dissension
‘such as exists in homes where conditions
are less secure. In other words, the way to
solve the problem of the deficiencies exist-
ing in our children is to place their parents
on a sounder economic footing than is their
lot at the present time.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. GRAHAM: T am glad to hear that
expression of approval from both sides of
the House. That brings me to the point that
our energies should be directed towards the
end of achieving security and improving the
standard of living generally, I elaim that
it is the natural function and responsibility
of parents to feed and otherwise provide
for their own children in their own way,
subject to gnidance. Of course they may
be subsidised to the exteni of receiving child
endowment payments and so forth, but T feel
it should not be necessary for there fo be
supplementary feeding of their children. I
suggest that such steps have been necessary,
and are necessary at the present moment,
because parents are unable on aceount of
their economic circumstances to provide ade-
guately and fully for their own children,
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I know it can be said that some parents can
afford to do s0 but spend their money in
foolish directions. I am aware also that
many families are quite capable, from a
financia] point of view, of providing for
their children’s requirements but unfortu-
nately make available to them food supplies
of the wrong type. )

The DEPUTY SPEAEKER: Order! I
think the hon. member is wandering too much
from the Bill, and it is time he got back to
a discussion of its provisions.

Mr. GRAHAM: I was hoping that I was
making it perfectly clear that my remarks
were dealing with the question of physical
fitness and demonstrating at the same time
that therc were certain other factors of
more worthwhile consideration than are the
steps contemplated in the Bill, which after

" all, to speak of it in the most generous

terms, merely gives statutory authority to
a body that is functioning quite satisfactorily
at the present moment. Apart from that,
all that ean be seid in favour of the Bill is
that the money at the disposal of the
National Fitness Council will go 25 per cent.
further, assuming that its purchases will be
of goods that carry a sales tax of 25 per
cent. The sales tax has been reduced in
certain directions so that the 25 per cent.
henefit contention should be reduced accord-
ingly. I feel that the matters of whieh I have
spoken should be given greater attention.
I believe that some of the energies of the
National Fitness Counecil should be directed
towards educating the parents for the pur-
pose of ensuring that proper food supplies
are provided for their children,

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Hear, hear!

Mr. GRAHAM: I believe it to he a re-
sponsibility imposed upon members, irres-
peetive of which side of the House they sit
on, o support any measures that may be
submitted for the purpose of inereasing the
standard of living, While I sopport the
Bill, T would prefer, and I think it would
be found to be far more satisfactory, that
steps should be taken to raise the standard
of living to make it possible for parents to
undertake more satisfactorily the responsi-
bilities they have to their children and to
provide them with those things which out-
side bodies and organisations have to do
today. I suggest that we should concentrate
our efforts upon inereasing the standard of
living and that we might achieve that end
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by proceeding somewhat along the lines I
indicated in my remarks when moving the
adoption of the Address-in-reply at the
opening of this session.

Mr. ABBOTT: T move—

That the debate be adjeuined,

Motion put and negatived.

MRE. ABBOTT (North Perth) [9.25]: The
Bill deals with a most important matter,
namely, the body to control and deal gener-
ally with national fitness-—not only physi-
cal fitness bui the mental fitness of the
community. The ill-health of the people
causes the State to be responsible for the
expenditure of a large sum of money every
year, directly through the expenditure on
hospitals and indirectly owing to the ab-
sence of producers from work. Apart from
the mere monetary loss to the community,
ill-health causes a tremendous amount of
suffering. Anything that ean be done to

improve the health of the people will cer--

tainly increase the happiness of the com-
munity generally. When an examination of
personnel became necessary owing to their
having been called up for war service, it
was surprising how many were excluded
from useful service owing to their being
categorised as something less than fully fit.
Great importance was placed on good
health in the Services.

So important was fitness considered for
air erews that each trainee was given a
physical test on arriving at the initial
training school. It was found that on an
average the improvement in tests after
three months was 46 per cent. even though
the training was on a hasis of high pres-
sure. At sueh schools about one hour daily
and, in addition, a whole afternoon weckly
were devoted to directed exercises both by
means of physieal training and organised
games such as basketball. This not only
applied to air crews but its importance to
the ground staff was equally recognised.
AWl members of the ground staff in the Air
Foree, including women, were obliged to
spend some hours cach week at physical
training and organised games. This was in-
sisted upon because it was found to effect
very great improvement in the health, eff-
ciecney and work of the members of the
Bervice.

If such a procedure were found neces-
sary in the Air Foree, it must be equally
necessary for the civil eommunity, and it
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is particularly necessary for those between
the ages of 14 and 18 years. A good deal
of attention ig now being devoted in West-
ern Ausiralia to maintaining the fitness of
children attending our sehools and to edu-
cating them in health matters such as pos-
ture, which is of very much greater im-
portance to the health of the child than is
usunally recognised. Little has been done in
the past to look after children between the
ages of 14 and 18 when it is most necessary
to do so. Befween those ages they should
have instilled into them an essential know-
ledge of hygiene, nutrition and sex mat-
ters, which are of such importance to their
future welfare and happiness. It is most
necessary that they should be instrueted in
dental hygiene. The Serviee impresses this
necessity upon its members both by lee-
tures and by films, Anyone would find it
very difficult indeed to negleet dental
hygiene after seeing the probable results
in the Air Foree film. Then there is the
edueation necessary to inform vouth of the
pitfalls and dangers that may heset them
through not living moral lives.

The present scheme is at least a step in
the right direction to impart necessary
knowledge and raise the physieal standard
of the community, but I doubt whether it
goes quite far enough, It is established on
an entirely voluntary basis both as to the or-
ganisations providing the facilities and as to
those who take advantage of them. The
work of providing the facilities and of im-
parting the requisite training and know-
ledge is to be left in the hands of a number
of voluntary organisations, but no provi-
sion is made to control the form of training
or check the efficiency with which the
organisations are earrying out their work.
All organisations dealing with the educa-
tion of children under the age of 14 years
are subject to supervision and the cur-
rieula, to some extent, are controlled, and
I consider that some similar supervision
should be exercised over the organisations
carrying on the training of youth in fitness
after leaving school.

It is estimated that nnder the present
scheme the organisations are getting into
touch with only 30 per cent. of the youth
hetween the ages of 14 and 18, That the
proportion is so small is a matter ecalling
for consideration, having in view its great
importance. I understand that in Great
Britain there are heing established what
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are known as young peoples’ colleges.
Their purpose is to train young people be-
tween the ages of 14 and,.I believe, 18 to
make the best of their leisure time and to
assist them generally in the matter of fit-
ness and welfare and enable them to get
the most out of life. The attendance at
those colleges is to be compulsory for one
day each week or eight weeks in the year.
This experiment, I feel sure, will be fol-
lowed with the greatest inferest by all
Fitness does not mean entirely museular
fitness; it aims at developing a healthy com-
munity. Much of the physieal training
given to the men and women in the Ser-
vice was not designed to secure muscular
development so much as general fitness and
well-being.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Minister for Lands: They all got
fairly fat.

Mr. ABBOTT: If one desires to be
healthy, one has to be in good conditiom.
I wish to indicate the nature of the instrue-
tion that is being given to national fitness
leaders in the course of their training. I
shall name a few of the subjects of lectures
given at the last course this year, These in-
clided the theory of physical edueation,
dental hygiene, diet and nutrition, respira-
tion, circulation, the art of speech and per-
sonal hygiene. All these are matters of
very great importance. They are subjects
on whieh the average parent is not com-
petent to impart instruetion, nor is there
available to him the facility of films, which
are an excellent method of impressing on
the minds of students any matter being
taught. T repeat that this scheme is in
its infaney. The Bill, however, is a step
along what I think will be a long road to
ensure that the members of the community
reach maturity as healthy and fit as pos-
sible and with a full knowledge of all the
essentials neeessary to the enjoyment of
full and proper lives. I therefore weleome
the Bill and support the second reading.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [9.38):
I sopport the Bill because I think it has
many good features. The purpose is to put
the physical fitness movement in this State
on & proper basis. I do not share the fears
of the member for Mt. Marshall and the
member for East Perth that the movement
might be nsed for some purpose other than
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that for whieh it is being established through-
out the Commonealth. I have read enough
to satisfy me that, with the use of the
atomic bomb in war, there will he no need
in future to use men for that purpose. If
the control of the Commonwealth were
changed to the system adopted in some other
countries, the outlook would be sorry indeed,
but under our demoeratic system of Govern-
ment, this fitness movement cannot have any
effect that is likely to be injurious to the
welfare of the people. I approach it from
this point of view, however: There is great
need for the organisation of games and
sports in order to improve our youth, both
boys and girls. As a matter of faet, too
many of them have become mere onlookers
of games.

Australia has been charged in the past
with being addicted to sport; it is a fact
that the greater number of the paopulation
are lookers-on rather than doers. This
movement, as I understand it, will encourage
not only our youth but also people of
maturer years to take part in games them-
selves and so occupy their spare time profit-
ably. Some of onr youth have contracied
bad habits early in life. They have taken
to drinking and starting-price betting. They
wonld be much better if they joined some
youth organisation and took their part in
games and sports, and thus improved them-
selves both mentslly and physically. They
would be much beiter if they were se em-
ployed on a Salurday afterncon than they
would be if they were standing on street
corners waifing to hear what horse had
turned up first at the winning post. Many
young people do engage in exercises to pro-
mote physical filness, and they do so of
their own aceord. In my younger days lads
engaged in boxing, weight-lifting and dumb-
bell exercises. They did so voluntarily, as
there were no organisations to help them in
those days. They paid for their own equip-
ment and in no small way organised schemes
to improve their physieal fitness. The pro-
posal now is that the youth shall be pro-
vided with proper facilities for that pur-
pose. T think it is a good idea.

Members would be amazed if they eounld
see what has been done in the short space
of eight or nine months at Morley Park,
in my district, in respect of physical fit-
ness. 1 was there a fortnight ago and what
I saw was an eye-opener. Not only youths,
but married men and women, past their
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fortieth year, were taking part in the exer-
cises. Even before the present movement
was established, there were two women's
organisations functioning in the State, I
saw these women demonstrating, and was
surprised to learn what women up to 60
years of age conld do. The member for
North Perth mentioned what was being done
in the schools in the way of promoting den-
tal hygiene and hygienic methods. We know
that the children at our schools are taught
these subjects, as well as eurythmies. Such
exercises have the effect of making our boys
and girls graceful in their movements. The
dangerous time for boys and girls is from
the age of 14 years to 18 years, after they
have left school. They are then inclined
to stray from the proper path. It is in
this period of their lives that these organi-
sations will he helpful fo them, not only
physically and mentally, but also from the
standpoint of companionship.
point of view, the movement is sound. So
long as our Governments are elected on a
demoeratic franchise, there is no possibility
of these organisations being used as they
were used in Germany and Italy. Those
countries had a special philosophy.

Even if the Government of the country
decided to introduce compulsory military
training—and this may be possible now the
war is ended—I do not think it would be
used for any ulterior purpose. I have no
fear of any Australian Government, no
matter what its political complexion, using
either compulsory military training or a
scheme of physical fitness for ulterior pur-
poses. The Minister, in his second reading
speech, explained that many organisations
went to make up the physieal fitness move-
ment, such as Toc H., the Y.M.C.A. and
religions organisations. OQther organisations
will no doubt be established under the aus-
pices of such bodies as progress associa-
tions. The organisations will not be moulded
on the one pattern. They will work under
the aegis of the national fitness movement,
with which they will be affiliated so as to
obiain financial aid. The whole movement
can be said to be in the embryvo stage at
present.

In one small distriet in my electorate—
Morley Park—the residents propose to raise
£3,000 for various improvement purposes,
including national fitness. I am amazed at
the progress they have made and at their
enthusiasm, They are nolt asking for any

From that .
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Government support, but are in the move-
ment to improve themselves physically and
mentally. Related to this subject is the
question of diet. Members are well aware
that doring the financial depression many
children were underfed. I have seen some
of those children, who are now aged from
10 to 13 years, and their mothers have
pointed out how frail the bodies of the child-
ren are because of the insufficient nourish-
ment they had in their younger days. We
see evidenee of it in these days. Photo-
graphs appear in the paper showing the
effects of malnutrition on our kith and kin
in Singapore and Japan. We have seen
photographs of the emaciated bodies of men
and women in prisons and concentration
camps. We must ensure that our youth get
proper nourishment. The names of three
or four persons are mentioned in the Bill
who will be members of the council ex officio.

The other night T heard of another person
who was te be a member, but we do not yet
know who the remaining members will be.
The Minister should have given that in-
formation to the House. T think it im-
portant that the members on the counecil
should not be old, but should rather be
young persons. This iz the age of youth,
and this is a youth movement, and I think
that in the main the persons who are fo be
on this organisation should be young people.
I would have preferred the Minister to ad-
vise us of the personnel of the counetl, but
there was no mention of it in his speech and
we are in the dark eoncerning it. They are
to be appointed by the Governor-in-Councii
but outside of the ex officio members and
the member for Subiaco who stated she had
been appointed by the Minister, we do not
know who is on the council. The member
for Subiaco spent some time thanking the
Minister the other night. She said—

The XMinister has been most eareful to
select those he thought would do most in fur-
therance of physical fitness in this State.
She has that information, but neither T nor
other members of the House have it. T do
not know what special qualifications the
member for Subiaco has to be on the eoun-
cil. Is it because she is nssociated with the
Free Milk Council? If she was selected be-
eause of her association with that eouneil,
which is supposed to be an organisation
dealing with diet, then there are many other
persons who have a mueh greater knowledge
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of dieteties than has she and have therefore
greater claims, possibly, to inclusion on the
National Fitness Council.

Mrs. Cardell-Qliver: Do not be jealous!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I am not a serap
jealous, but the hon. member fell for the
Minister.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver:
for any Minister!

Mr. J, HEGNEY: She went on to extol
the Minister the other evening. She said—

For my part I have the greatest respect
for the Minister’s diserimination in that re-
gard,

She extolled his virtues as a Minister. I
have heard her stand here on other occa-
sions—

Mr. Thorn:
ister ¥

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: On a point of ordes,
Mr. Speaker, I would like to have those
words erased from the hon. member’s speech.

Mr. SPEAEER: What is the hon. mem-
ber’s point of order? :

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I refer to the asser-
tion that I fell for the Minister, I have
never fallen for any Minister,

Mr. SPEAKER: 1T take it that the mem-
ber for Middle Swan was rveferring to the
hon. member’s congratulatory remarks
about the Minister on account of her being
elected to the council. The member for
Middle Swan may proceed.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: The quotation I made
was from the hon. member’s speech. There
is no doubt that half that speech consisted
of eongratulations to the Minister and that
ghe applanded him because of his efforts in
this matter. She said—

The Minister has been most careful to select
those he thought would do most in furtherance
of physical fitness in this State.

She said that, doubtless because she was
selected. I did not know she had been ap-
pointed until she mentioned it,

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: You are a mean,
jealous creature!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: It was the duty of
the Minister to inform this House that the
member for Subjaco had been appointed and
also to let us know who are the other mem-
hers. I have taken an active interest in the
movement in the district I represent, and
half-a-dozen of these hodies have sprang up
in my electorate. As a member of the House,

I have never fallen

Is this an attack on the Min-
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I consider T am entitled to know who has
been appointed to the council, as well as the
member for Suhiaco,

Mr. Thorn: You need to wake up!

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I do not care who is
appointed, but I assert that the members of
the couneil should consist of younger per-
sons. Young people have enthusiasm and
cnergy. They will give this movement a
fillip. The question of diet has heen men-
tioned. It plays an important part in build-
ing up the well-heing of the youth of our
country. It plays a very prominent part;
but as one member said—I think it was the
member for Mt. Marshall—a lot depends on
the income of fathers and mothers. At
the State schools and other schools means
for physieal training are provided. There
are exercises in rhythm and games and so
on, There is no doubt that there was a
great need for the establishment of the
Police Boys’ Club. In Inglewood, the branch
kas made great strides. The idea behind the
club was to encourage the boys to take part
in games. I played games all my days.
From the time I was a boy until I was a
full-grown man of 40, I played cricket and
football. That has kept me active. But
hundreds of boys do not get an opportunity
to do that. There is & need for public parks
where games ean be enjoyed and physical
fitness encouraged.

Mr. Thorn: Did you have any time to
work ?

Mr., J. HEGNEY: The member for
Toodyay knows that I have been & working
man all my life,

Mr. Thorn: You said yon played games
all day.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order: The member for
Middle Swan will address the Chair and
take no notice of interjections.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I was always physie-
ally fit and able to take a fairly important
part in games. The whole purpose of this
organisation is to enable youth, not only in
the metropolitan area but also in country
towns, to engage in physical fithess exercises
and to indulge in games that will be of great
benefit to them. If this Bill is passed and
the council comes under the authority of the
Government, there will be more revenne for
the organisation. The Bill is a good one,
and for that reason I support it. The Min-
ister in charge is a young man himself, and
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the advice I give him is that he should ap-
point nobody to the eouncil who is over his
own age.

MR. SEWARD (Pingeily) [9.57]: When
the member for East Perth started, I inter-
jected “Hear, hear.” I thought he might
have similar views to mine. I ean give no
support to this Bill for two reasons, The
first is that I will not support any ezpendi-
ture of money on education except for the
purpose of improving the education of ehild-
ren until such time as our very serious de-
ficicncies are removed. We saw the other
pight a series of pietures regarding national
fitness, and, as the sponsor said, they were
fit to be exhibited anywhere. They were
very pleasing, They were taken in attrae-
tive surroundings and were nice pictures in-
deed, except for one thing! I have no fime
for people running about half naked, par-
ticularly when the sexes are mixed. Why
men should be allowed to sit down half
naked with young girls 20 years of age is
beyond my comprehension; and it is about
time somebody took a hand at preventing it,
because it is not necessary.

T was coming to Perth by train a few
weeks ago, and T saw those poor youngsters
at Guildford stripped fo the waist and wear-
ing just a pair of shorts while they did ex-
ercises, If T had my way, I wounld horse
whip the man in charge, becanse that sort
of thing is absolutely unnecessary. I have
engaged in sport just as much as anybody
else, and enjoyed it. One can go through
the realms of Australian sporting men and
find some leading athletes of the world. Yet
they did not go out in that condifion but
were properly attired.  The member for
Bast Perth made a plea for the provision
of sporting attire. God bless my soul! What
will we have next? Provision of sporting
attire! The Minister for Works snggested
he might be given a Slazenger racket!

The Minister for Lands:
bowls.

Mr. SEWARD: As a matter of faet all
he wants is a pair of shorts, a singlet and a
sweater; that is the proper attire. Tt is the
only attire for sport, and I will give assist-
ance to promoting that, but it is abont time
this business of running about half naked
wes stopped. It is unnecessary and it is
demoralising. As the member for Mt. Mar-
shall indicated in his speech, there are

I want some
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grave fears as to what might be the
outecome of that kind of behaviour.
The remaining opposition that T have to this
Bill is in regard to the deficiencies of our
educational system. We are asked to devote
money to improving the physique of the
child; that it may have better poise, I think
is what was =said the other day. I cannot
help throwing my mind back fo some of
the country schools and, in particular, to
the Karlgarin Sehool.  That school is a
plaster board building in the middle of a
sand paddock and some of the smaller child-
ren sit on kerosene hozes, turned on their
side, and use other boxes for desks. Not-
withstanding that, we are asked to provided
money to cure the physieal deficiencies of
those children. We are wrong in not spend-
ing money to provide proper desks for them.
Then again that wretched school must have
the windows open in the summertime with
the result that the children are nearly eaten
alive with flies, and in the wintertime they
perish with the cold.

I am not going to subscribe to the ex-
penditure of any money on sport in a climate
like this. It is a characteristic of the Aus-
tralian child to get out in the glorious sun-
shine that we have for eight months of the
year and indulge in sport. If we attended
to the diet of our children we would do
more good. A few weeks ago I walked past
the Town Hall eorner on my way home and
I saw a woman standing there with a cigar-
ette in her hand. She asked a sailor who was
standing heside her for a light. At the
same time she had a child, no more than
18 months old, in a pusher. That incident
aceurred at 11.30 p.m., and it is in that
respect that our fault lies. On enother occa.
sion & man eame to me because he was ser-
iously concerned ahout his child. He was
separated from his wife. He went to see
the child one morning at a quarter to nine
and the mother was not then out of bed.
He told me that the child was sent to school
without any breakfast. We are rnining the
congtitution of our children in the early
stages, and yet we expect this physical fit-
ness business to cure these deficiencies. Does
the member for Middle Swan, who waxed
g0 eloquent in suppori of this measure, think
that beeause we run people around in pad-
docks and teach them games that they will
continue doing that after they leave sehool?

Mr. J. Hegney: Many of them do.
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Mr. SEWARD: Not a bit of it. I know
the Australian youth too well to believe that.
Unless we can eonvince them by impariing
to them the knowledge and the reason why
that sport is necessary for their health they
will not persevere with it for five minutes
after they leave school. I have no sympathy
for this Bill. We have, in the country edu-
cational system of our State, too many defi-
ciencies in the mental edueation of the child-
ren, and they need money spent on them in
order that they can be rectified. Members
will recall that I referred to the calamitous
educational standard of those who applied
to join the Air Force. An enormous pro-
portion had to be given further education in
order to bring them up to standard. Many of
the letters received by me seeking references
are deplorable. We have heen told that the
Education Department has not been starved
for finance. We should only spend money
to give better educational facilities for the
children so that they can have all the oppor-
tunities of a proper education, to which they
are entitled. They can get all the sport they
want beeause it is natural for all young Aus-
tralians to indulge in sporfing activities. I
cannot support the Bill.

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed,

House adjourned at 10.5 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.
TOBACCO GROWING.
As to Action to Ensure Continuance.
Hon. A. THOMSON {for Hon. W. J.
Mann) asked the Chief Secretary: In view
of the decision of tobacco growers resident

in the Manjimup district to abstain from
planting until a minimum of 3s. per Ib. for
tobacco leaf is assured, and the statement
that continued representations to the Gov-
ernment have been fruitless, will the Min-
ister inform this House what action is pro-
posed to prevent the threatened extinetion
of this important industry, with a distinct

loss to the primary production economy of

the State?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
State Government has for some considerable
time past stressed the necessity for an in-
creased price and alterations to the ap-
praisal system. Whether planting of to-
baeco will be continued this year is entirely
a matter for decision by the growers con-
cerned, but the Department of Agriculture
is obtaining full information on the pre-
sent position with a view to giving con-
sideration to the taking of any further ae-
tion which might offer possibilities of a
golution of the exristing position, The Gov-
ermment is again making advances avail-
able to growers this season.

BILL—MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Third Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W
H. Kitson—West) [5.37]: I move—

That the Bill be now read g third time.

I would like to pgive to the Honse some
information that has been supplied to me,
in response to the questwns that were asked
by Mr. Seddon and Dr. Hislop yesterday
afternoon. Mr. Seddon, it will be remem-
bered, asked for information vegarding the
possibility of dust prevention in firing by
the use of an anti-dust bullet. The depart-
ment says that this has not been tested
under eontrolled conditions, but some prac-
tical tests have indicated a more rapid dis-
persal of the dost produced after firing
when tamping containing ecarbonate was
used. 1 am also advised that miners are
not exposed to the dust produced by firing,
as the Mines Regulation Act limits the
periods at which blasting may be carried
out, so that men are away from the work-
ing places when blasting takes place.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Obviously, or they
would be killed; but what about the after
effects?



